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INGING Birds are ſo pleaſant a. Part of the 

_ Creation ; whether we confider their Variety, Beat= 
ty or Harmony ; that the Animal World does not afs 
Jord more agreeable Oliecti to the Eyes, nor none that 
Jo ſweetly Gratifies the. Senſe of Hearing, : They were 
undoubtedly defigued by the Great Aube f Nature, 
on Purpoſe 10 entertain and N. Rae 7 , 
for the Generality, are woll phaſe 
innocent Creature s,. : 


d with theſe pretty "il 


Therefore 1 thought F could not do a more a- = 


ceptable Service. for che Lovers of theſe ſweet Che, 
of the Woods, coufidering that it had never been © 


done, I mean with ſuch uſeful Improvements, than #6 
furniſh them with Inſtruffions for preſerving them in 


their Houſes, becauſe they cannot always be entertained 
with their melodious My fith in the Fields. | 
To which End, in a conciſe 'methotlical Manner 1 
have given the Daſeriprion, Charade, &c. of each 
Species ; the Mam of Cick aud; n; the Time and 
Manner of Build er Nets ; the Number, Co 
tour, &c. of their Eggs; how to order and bring ” 
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* the Toung ; and whatever elſe is either Pleaſant or 


Neceſſary to be known concerning them. 


Ani to render it ſtil more Uſeful and Entertain- 
ing; there are added the Figures of the Cock, Hen, 


and Egg of each Sort, exattly copied from Nature: 


This laſt very Pleaſant, and ſuitable Addition, which 
is univerſally Delightful to all Perſons, is wanting 
in the Books that have been hitherto publiſhed on this 
Subject: Beſides theſe, the Reader will fiad ſome 
Obſervations. not to be met with in any Author. 1 


" do mot ſay this to under- value any other Man's Mork, 


No, there are ſome good Performances of this kind Ex- 
tant; and to which I own myſelf in ſome few Par- 
ticulars a Debtor ; and had they exhibited the Figures 


of the Birds, &c. as is here done, it would have an- 


#icipated my Deſen. F 


I "obſerve nothing more concerning what has 
been done by others; and as to this Treatiſe, only Wiſp 


1 that my Readers may receive the Sati faction that 
was intended by the fincere Endeavours of their 


Moſt humble Servant, 
| A Lover of Birds, ' 
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Bird well U be- 
in moſt, if not all 

gn England; there- 
FM particular, De- 

Ent ikke largeſt ver- 
Bird that 1 ii > Gund e pedo; 
and like wiſe dg of: the firſt thagproclaums 
the weleom eri, by his ſhrill harmonions 
Voice, as if he wert the Harbinger of Na- 
ture, to awaken ihe Reſt gde feathered 


ran, prepare... * 10 ung She 
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n And by the ſweet Modulation of bis 
tumeſul Accents, endeayours to Delight /t 
Hen, and allure her to ſubmit to his K- 
' braces, even hefore there are Leaves on the 
Trees, and whilſt the Froſts are in ihe Frelds 
ding” their Neſt rhe ſooneft of any Bird ; 
having young Ones, commonly by be Twenty 
Fifth of March, and ſometimes by the Mid- 
dle of that Month. 

The Cock; when kept in a Cage, whiſtles 
and ſings very deligbrfuliy all the Spring and 
Summer-Time; at leaſt four or five Months 
in the Vear; 12 ſtout, hardy Bird; which, 
beſides his own pleaſant natural Note, may 
be taught to Whiſtle or Play a Tune. 

The Black- bird, when wild in the Fields, 


feeds promiſcuouſly upon Berries and Inſects: | 


Tis a folitary Bird, that tor the ot * 
flies ſingly. 4 % 
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FT HEY ot  cafly "IP is 5 their 


A Lear old: The Bill of an old Cocksbird is 


Colour while young,” but the blackeſt 


Bird generally proves a Cock: The Eides, 
or Circle, that circumveſts che Eye in the 


ung Cock-bird ; is yellow; his Bill is black, 
nd turns not perfectly Yellow till he is near 


of 


Englich Simging-Birds... 4 


of a deep Veller; in, the. Hen, the tip. , 


upper Part is black; the Mouth in both. 3s 
Yellow Within: The Hen, and Cock: birds 
are rather brown, or of a dark Ruſlet, thay: 
black, and their Bellies of an Alh-colours 
but after he has mewed his Chicken Feathers, 


he becomes Cole-black. pet 


The Ine aud Manner of the Black-bird's 


, _ 4 © & - 


Building ber Neſt, &c. 


HIS Bird, as I obſerved before, bregds - 
| very ſoon in the Vear; has young Olies -- 
by the end of March, or ſooner: They but 
their Neſt very artificially ;- the Outhde: © 
Moſs, flender Twigs, Bents, aud Fibres 
Roots, all very ſtrongly cemented, and join 
together with Clay; plaiſtering the 10 
Ho, and Lining it r of ſm 4 
raws, Bents, Hair, or other Joſt Matter; 
upon which ſhe lays four qr,fize; Eggs, lz 
dom more, of a bluiſh green Colour, full f 
dusky Spots. They build pretty open, ge 
nerally in a Hedge, near the Ground, and he 
tore there are many Lea ves upon the Buſhes, 
which ſo expoſes. their Neſt, conſidering 
largeneſs of it, that it may be eaſily di 
coveret. —— 
The Cavity of a compleat Neſt [1 mea» 
| lured, it was tuo Inches and an, Half deeps 
23 a B 2 F Diameter 
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b Mengen but, if you find him ſick 
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jameter at the Top, four Inches one Way, and 


| five the other, 5 of an Oblong Figure: 


It weighed thirteen Ounces : The Bird it ſelf, 
is in Length, from tlie Tip of the Bill to 
the End of the Tail, eleven, of which the 
Bill is one Inch, and the Tail 1255 inches 


Jong 


; 


of the Tong, bow ro Order them, dee & . 


"HE Blick-bird 1 has . four or five 
young Ones at a Breeding, hardly ever 


more or leſs; you may take them at twelve 


Pays old, or ſooner; they may be raiſed 
with little Trouble, taking Care to keep them 
clean, and feeding them with Sheep's Heart, 
r other Jean Meat, that is not ſalted, cut very 
ſmall, and mixed with a little Bread; and 
while Young, give them their Meat moiſt; 
and feed them eyery two Hours, or. chere- 
bouts; when they are grown up, feed them 
ith an bd Sort of Fleſh Meat yaw or dreſſed, 
provided it be not Salt; it will be rather be- 
ter Food for them, if you mix-a little Bread 
with it; when their Neſt grows foul, take 
Many) out, and put them into a Cage or Baſ- 
et, upon clean Straw ; and when they can 


feed themſelyes, ſeperate them. — 9 10 


"He is a ſtout healthful Bird, not very ſub- 
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Engliſm Shmghig-Bidi, 5 
or droop at any Time, an 'Houſe Spider or 
two will help him; and let him have'a"lit> 
tle Cochineal in his Water, Which is very 
chearful and good. They Love to Waſh and 
Prune their Feathers, thereſbie, when they 
are fully grown up, ſer Noe" in their Cages | 
for that "Parpofs 00 2. 0 r 

It is to be rednſtieg! i all Times to 
give your Birds wholeſome good Food, never 
ſtale or ſour, and to be ever Mindful*of 
keeping them clean ; *cis the beſt Means 
to make all Kinds of Birds thrive, by pres 
venting many Diſeaſes they are Subje Got 
occaſioned chiefly from being kept —— _ 
with bad unwholeſome Food. 

Black- birds are not taken Old and ta . 
but aways 9 vp from * ek * 
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H 8 nen Song-Thubſbi is a little leſs 53:4 


than the Blackbird : The upper dun 
face of the Body, is of an Olive Colour, with | 
a Mixture of - Yellow in the Wings the 
Breaſt Yellowiſh, ſpotted with Wy Spas, 
10 che Bei White, 1 
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tiful to look at, but not valued for Singing, 


Colour, ſo like the Song - Iburſb, that they 
axe hard to be diſtinguiſhed, only the latter 


ſome valued for Singing; but as none of the 
Sorts are comparable to the common Song- 


known, I ſhall fay no more of them, but of 


Bird, as well for the great Variety of his 
Notes, as his long Continuance in Song, which 


| 3 of the Spring, he fits on high Trees, 


There are three or four other Sorts of 
Thweſbes — 1 in Exgland; as firſt, the great 
Thurſo, called the, Al- ird, Negſle-I an, 
or Sbrite; which in the Colour and Spots of 
the Breaſt and Belly, agrees with the Song 
but is a bigger Bird: He is very beau- 


therefore ſeldom kept in a Cage. 
Ide ſecond Sort, called the Redwing, 
Swinepipe, or. Wind-Thurſb,.is in Shape 1 


hath more and greater Spots on the Breaſt 
and Belly, and is ſomewhat bigger: This 
Kind is in no eſteem for Singing. It is 3 
Bird of | Paſſage, that ſhifts Places according 
to the Seaſons: of the Year; but whither x 
oh is not to us perfectly known. 
Ihbe third Sort is called the ſmall Heat h- 
Thurſh, from its Building upon Heaths and 
Commons; he is of a darker Colour than 
any of the other of the Thruſh Kind, and by 


Thurſh, at leaſt, to my Fancy, nor ſo well 


the Song-T burſh only; which: is à curious 


i at leaſt nine Months in the Year.” In the 


and 


Engliſli Somging-Birds.. = 
and ſings moſt ſweetly, and is as Delights 
ful a Bird, as a Perſen can deſue to keep in 
a Cage; ſome of them, When they have 
been brought up from the Neſt, have learnt 
the Mood. l, nne and other eu- 
enen Ich" bs 1 
2H 

| the Mal of fe Gi cle 45 
Flas 27 
HE Cock and Hen of this Kind are 
fo much a-like in the Colour of their 
Feathers and Shape of their Bodies, that, 
notwithſtanding I have carefully examined 
them divers Times, could not Dilcover any 
certain external Marks, whereby to know 
the one from other: Vet; this much 1 Have 
diſcovered, which will r to a nice Ob- 
ſerver; in a ſull feathered Bird, the Dusky, 
or Olive Colour on bis Back, Sr. is 
what darker than the Back, &. of the 
Bird; and has 4 more gleſf Caſtg "ue 
Spots on his Breaſt and Belly, ſeem Gatter 
and brighter likewiſe, and nather word 

appears on bis Belly. on az eich Wb 
It 18: obferytable; that A ah Coche and 
Hens of all Kinds of Birds, - were the: Cos 
lours are the ſame in bath, yet the Cück- 
bird conftantly-excels the Het) in che Refpicat 
dency of his Feathers : In the 


Song-Tharſb, 
py an * * 


Ae e of 
but then we are not put to ſuch Difficulties 
to know the Cock, he A Dilcovers 
himſelf by his fine Song. 

In young Thus/bes,' I would always chooſs 
the fleckeſt and brighteſt Bird: When they 
begin to Feed — both Cocks and 
Hens will Record: The Cock will get upon 
his Perch, and ſing his Notes low, for ſome 
Time; the Hen will attempt to ſing, bart do 
it only by Jerks, and ſo diſappoint your Ex- 
n. At the latter End "of the Sum 
mer, when their Moulting is over, the Cocks 
will break out ſtrong in e nd — in 
r as * as Summer. 1 


es er ir 25 1 71 


The Tine 25 1 4 17 bauer 
woes we 
NpauCt tit Diu Doral 159) 6 ot 5 55vt A 
HIS Bird breeds nag in the 
1 ppring, near as ſoon as the Black- bird, 
ſhe commonly has Ones by the end of 
March, "or Beginning of April. IO ſuw 4 
Neſt of young, about the fiſth or ſixth of 
April this Year, notwithſtanding it has been 
a cold Spring, which were well 1 
at leaſt twelve Days olc. znvH 
The Thurſb builds in  Woods-Gt Orchards, 
ſondetinies in a thick Hedge neat the Ground. 
The Outfide of her : Neſt conſiſts of fine 
ſoſt green Moſs, interwoyen with dead Gra ſo, 


1e | Hay, 


0 35 
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Hay, &c. The'Infide very curiouſly plaiffers - 
ed with Cow-dung, not dawbed, as ſome have 
ſaid, but with better Skill than many of our 
Plaiſterers could do the ſame Work. Wee, 
the Black-bird always Plaiſters with Clay or 
Mud, this Bird always with Cow=dung ; "the 
other lays a Covering of ſoft Stuff in the 
Infide to lay her Eggs upon; the Thar/b lays 
hers upon the bare Infide or Plaiſtermg, 
but not till it is thoroughly dry; five orfix 
in Number, of a bluiſh green Colour, Tpeck= 
led with a few ſmall black Spots, "chiefly at 
the biggeſt Kuk 8 
The Hollow of a compleat Neſt I mess 
ſured, was two Inches and a Half deep; the 
Diameter of the Infide ar the Top four Inches; 
it was exactly round, and the whole Ne 
weighed one Ounce and three Quarters— 
examined two more at the fame Time, which 
were nearly of the ſame Dimenſions with this, 
but in Weight, one three Ounces, the other 
three and an Half. The Length of a Talt 
grown Bird, from the Point of the Bill, 0 
the end of the Tail, is nine Inches; of When 
the Bill is one, and the Tail three! an 
half; therefore, allowing for Tail, Bill, aug 
Head, which always lie out when ſhe” fits In 
her Neft, the Cavity is juſt firted to receive 
her Body. The fame 1 have obſeryed of the 
Neſts of ſome other Birds; eſpecially e 
as' build" with Sides, and make deep Cavin 2 


> 
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| ties. The Bird ſtands within Side, when ſhe 


is at Work, and makes her, own Body, the 
* of her ee in n 


of Bb tang, how fo one them,” Kc. 


HE Soug-7 burſt has "A or ſix. young 
Ones at a Breeding; they may be taken 
at dus or fourteen Days old, or ſooner if 
It be mild Weather ; they muſt bs kept warm 
and clean, and fed with raw Meat, Bread, and 
Hemp Seed bruiſed; the Meat cut ſmall, 
and the Bread. a little wet, and then mixed 
together: Feed them once in about twoHours ; 
you muſt be ſure to keep them very neat and 
clean, take their Dung away every Time you 
feed them: When their Neſt grows very foul, 
take them out, and put them in clean Straw; 
and when they are pretty well feathered, put 
them i in a large Cage with two or three Perches 
in it,. and dry Moſs or Straw at the Bottom. 
| When they are grown up, you may feed them 
With any Thing of Fleſh Meat, boil'd, raw, or 
roſted, provided it be not Salt; or you may by 
Degrees intirely wean them of Fleſh, and give 
them only Bread and Hempſeed; but 1 ap- 
rove of Fleſh; mixt with Bread, as the beſt 
Fi Give them freſh Water twice a Week 
Waſh themſel ves; otherwiſe they will not 


ye: 1f. they, arc ** Dirty, „it will 2 
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ject too. Good Victuals, Water, and f 
Lodging, is the heſt Means to ent it. 
The Tharſh, when in the Fields, feeds on 
Inects and Snails, as alſo Berries on white 
Thom and r © ** . 


, the re 


The Deſcription and Choralter, | 


HE Starling is near as big as the Blacks 

bird, and in Shape, very much like 
that Bird. It does not ſing naturally, but has 
a wild, ſcreaming, uncouth. Note; yet [for 
his antneſs in imitating Mans Voice, and 
ſpeaking. Articulately, and his Learning to. 
Whiſtle divers Tunes, is Highly yalued as, 42 
very pleaſant Bird z Tg boy when: ; well bar, tee 


TE — 


Guineas or more 2 
They . 
ing 9 55 


alſo „ e 


HER E is a Matk peculiar to the Cock 
of this Kind, whereby he may be known 


from the Hen, whilſt Young, Under his 
| C2 Tongue 


ae ie a 10 


e Mai of the oy yer He, * . 0 


Engliſh Singing- Bird. TIS 
them the Crampy which they are very ſub- 
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Tongue he has a black Streak, very plain 
to be ſeen if you open his Meuth, which the 
Hen hath not; or, at leaſt ſo faint, that tis 
hardly viſible; but the (firſt Time the Cock 
monles his Feathers, he loſes that black 
Stroak : He may then be known from the 
Hen by his Colours, in the Beauty of which, 
he much excels her, His Breaſt has a caſt of 
Green, Red, Purple, Sc. elſe the Feathers all 
Over his Body arc Black,with a blue and pur- 
ple Gloſs, varying, as it is variouſly expoſed 

to the Light; only the tips of the Feathers 
on bis Head, Neck, and Breaſt are Vellowiſh; 
and on the Belly, Sc. White: All his Spots 
and Colours, are Brighter than thoſe of the 
Hen. The Bill of the Cock is of a pale 
Ro” inclining to White; ; in the Hen, 


- 


Th Time, &c, of the Starling's a 
ber N Neft. . 


\ HIS Bird uſually breeds in May, 

young Ones fit to take towards wh 18 
of that Month, ſometimes by the Middle of 
it. They build their Neſt in the Holes of 
Towers, "Pig geon- Houſes, Trees, &c. The 
Goodneſs of theſe Birds does not depe nd up- 
on the Places where they Breed, tho ſome 


hore a the Preference ta one Sat, and 3 


Engliſh Singing-Birds, © 13 
ſome to the other; far my Part, I could 
never find ſuch a Difference as to eſtcem one 
Sort before the other, for the ſame Birds may 
build in any of thoſe Places, as they find it 
moſt convenient for them. She lays four or 
five Eggs lightly tinctured with a greenith 
Blue. | * 


of the Dung, how to Order them, Sce. 


HE. Starling has four or five young 
Ones at a Breeding; they may be taken 
when double Pen-feathered, which is about 
ten Days old; taking the ſame Care in keeps 
ing them very clean and warm, as was directed 

in the Black-bird and T hunſi Yau may put 

them in a Basket in clean Straw, and bring 
them up with the ſame Meat, and after: the 
ſame Manner as young Blacksbirds, feeding 
them every two Hours, ſive en fix imall 
Pieces at a Time; let them have enough, but 
never over-load the Stomachs af. young Birds, 
it does them more Harm than God.  Eyery 
Time you feed, or take them in Hand, «you 
may Talk to them what you would have them 
learn; they ate apt Birds, and will take it 
preſently. To flit their Tongues, as many 
People Adviſe and Practice, that the Birds, 
as they ſay, may ſpeak the Plainer, is of no 
Seryice, they will Talk as well without, — 1 
ve 


have found by 


Will Reward your Trouble in bringing them 


the tip of his Bill to the end of his Tail, is 


ful; but when kept in a Cage, is ſubject to 
10 faddenly; that he will fall down -from his 
againſt it giving him two or three at a Time, 
twice or -thrice'n Week. If you give him 
_ bird, and keep him clean, it will prevent his 
Thing ele: ko know off,” he vs 


14 A Natural Hiſtory of [ 
Experience ; as will likewiſe 
Mogfies, and other Talking Birds. When 
they can Feed themſelves, put them in a large 
Cage with clean Straw, or Moſs at the Bot- 
tom, and give them ſometimes clean Water 
to Waſh themſelyes in; this is the moſt ſare 
Method to have good healthful Birds, ſuch as 


up. The Ktarliag, when wild, feeds upon 
Beetles, Worms, and other Inſects. { 
The Length of a full grown Bird, fro 


nine Inches; of which the Bill is an Inch 
and a Quarter, and the Tail three Inches 
long; and when in Fleſh, weighs abont three 
Oances. 

The Bird is natorally, hardy and Wealth 


the Cramp Fits, c. ſometimes it ſeizes him 


Pearch and beat himſelf to Death preſently ; 
a "of Meal-worm is a good Remedy 


good Meat and Drink, as I faid by the Black- 


Fits, or any other Diſorder, better than any 


rags weer Dis 


* >< 
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* the Bullfinch. 
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PB ULLFINGHES, are 5 called u 
their Heads, which are Black, and for 


Ju www 


Places in England, they are called Nopes,. in 
others, Thick-bills; and in ſome Hoops This 
laſt Name they have, probably, from their 
wild hooping ſort of *a Note. They are very 
docile Birds, the Hen Learning after the Pipe 
or Whiſtle, as well as the Cock, having no 
Song of their own, but what is taught them, 

in which they excel moſt Birds; and the 
peculiar Rarity. of theſe Birds is, that they 
Ie lorget,what they have once learnt, tho 

they hang among ever ſo many Birds: Some 
— bn taught to ſpeak ſeveral Words at 
Command: Tis, a Bird much eſteemed in 
11 both for Beauty and Singing; and 
deleryedly in my Judgment; ſor, in the for 

mer, he equals, and in thengtter, , when well 
taught, excells all- mall 3 they have 
been frequently ſold From five to bediene 
a Bird. 


Theſe Birds d. delicht to Feed upon che Bude 0 


of Fruit Trees, ſuch as the Apple, Pear, 
each, and other Garden Trees; of Als 
y 


- 


the Proportion of their Bodies large: In ſome %* 


as Nun! Hifory'of 


they only take the blowing Buds, and by that 
Means do great Damage to the Gardeners; 

who, therefore hate and deſtroy them, as 
great Peſt of their Gardens. They fay, in 
jome Part of the Kingdom, a Reward is given 
by the Church-Wardens for every Bullfinch 
that's killed; if fo, that may be aſſigned as 
one Reaſon of their Scareity; ; being leſs com- 
mon than moſt other Singing Birds that 


Breed with us. 


The Marks Forks Cock and Hen. 


HE Cock is in Bigneſs, equal to the 
Hen, but hath 4 flatter Crown, and ex- 

obs her in Beauty of his Colours; a lovely 
Scarlet, or Crimſon, adorns his Breaft ; the 
Feathers on the Crown of the Head, and thoſe 
that Compatls the Bill, are of brighter Black 
than thoſe of the Hen: Ir both are ſeen to- 
ther the one may very eaſily be known 
rom the other; the Colours in the Cock 
being much more Reſplendant than in the 
Hen; but whilſt the Birds are young, it is 
more difficult to diſtinguiſh them: One of the 
fareſt Ways is, to pull off a few Feathers 
from their Breaſts when they are about three 
Weeks old, and in about ten or twelve Days 
aſter, you will perceive the Feathers to come 


where * haye pulled, of 4 curious Red, if 
a Cockz 


Engliſh Singing · Bir 17 
x Cock, if a Hen, they ue 


Ne 


The Time, Mamter, &c. of 2. Building 


PHE Bull nc h breeds late in the Spring; 
ſeldom has young Ones before the End. 
of May, or Beginning of Jane She . builds - 
in an Orchard, Wood, or Park, where: there: 
are Plenty of Trees, or on Heaths: Her Neſt; 
is not very common to be found; tis | 
ordinary mean Fabrick, made with ſeemingly 
lictle Art : She lays four or fiye Eggs, of a. - 
bluiſh Colour, ſpotted at the biggeſt End, with, - 
large dark brown, and faint reddiſh Spots. 


of the Toung, and how to Order ths. cc. 


, 


OU muſt not take theſe Birds too young; 
let them be well feathered firſt, at leaft 
twelve, or fourteen Days old; keep them 
warm and clean, feed them every two Hours, 
from Morning until Night, giving them lit- 
tle at a Time: Their Meat muſt be Rape- 
Seed ſoaked in clean Water, eight or ten 
Hours; then ſcalded, ſtrained,” and bruiled, 
mixt with an equal Quantity of white Bread 


ſoaked in fair Water, boiled with a little 


Milk to a thick Conſiſtency: Make but little 
at a Time, but let them have freſh every 
Day, it being apt to ſour in two Days, and 
7 Un. ſuch 


. *4 & 


you will find them ſoon take it. 


Which in ſome Places, 


Ky - 6. 


18 Num Hiſtory of N. 
ſueh Meat will ſpoil the Birds: When they 
begin to feed themſelves, break them from 
this ſoft Meat as ſoon as you can; then give 
them Rape and Canary- ſeed, the ſame as you” 
do the Linnet, but more of the former than 
the latter. If at any Time you perceive them 
out of Order, put a blade of / Saffron in their 
Water; and you may try them with the 
Mull lar Meat, or fine Hemp- ſeed, but 
keep moſtly to Rape, with a little Canary- 
ſed mix'd with it. ; | 

Lou muſt remember often to Pipe, Whiſtle; 
or Talk to them, whilft they are young 
what your are minded they ſhould learn; and 


A Bullfinch at full Growth is fix Inches 
long, from Point of Bill to the End of the 
Tail, of which the Tail is two Inches: . 
Weight thirteen Prams. 


Of the Goldinah” 


fem it feat im : 


r 1 ”— 


inter Time on. the Heads of e, 
„ called, Thiſtle-finch ; 


* 


The De ſcription and Geng. 


is every where in England well mu 
and highly eſteemed both for Singing and 
che gooey of its 2 being cet- 


= a i cam 


Engliſh Smgmg-Birds, 19 
tainly the moſt Beautiful and F ineſt-feathered 
of all Cage Birds: A Ring of curious Scar» 
let-coloured Feathers encompaſſes the Fore» 
part of his Head, or Baſis of the Bill; and 
from the Eyes to the Bill on each Side, 8 
drawn a black Line; the Jaws are White, 
the Top of the Head Black, from which a- 
broad black Line is produced on both Sides, 
almoſt to the Neck ; the hinder Part of the 
Head is White; the Neck and Fore-part of 
the Back are of a reddiſh Aſh-colour ; the 
Rump, Breaſt, and Sides of the ſame, hut 4 
little Paler; the Belly whitiſh ; the Wings 
and Tail Black, only the Tips of the princt- 
pal Feathers in both are White; beſides, the 
Wings are adorned with a moſt beautiful 
Tranſverſe Stroak of Yellow or Gold-colour. 
] ſhould not have been ſo Particular in de- 
ſcribing the Colours of this Bird, but I think 
the great Variety that Nature has painted 
it with, wherein it excels all ſmall Bids, 
at leaſt what are found in theſe Parts of the 
World, make it deſerving of it; yet by Rear 
ſon of Age, Sex, or other Accidents, the 
Goldfnch ſometimes varies from theſe Colours. 

They are of a mild and gentle Nature, as 
may even thence appear, that preſentiy alter 
they are caught, without uſing any Art or Care, 
they will fall to their Meat and Dtink ; Hör 
are they ſo affrighted at the Preſence of a Man 
as moſt other Birds are wont to be, nor N 

fly, D 2 much 


20 A Natural Hiſfory of 
much troubled at their Impriſonment in 
Cage; for, if they have continued there a 
- while, they like it ſo well, that though 
let them looſe, they will not fly away 
but when ſcared, fly directly to their Cage 
for Shelter, as I have proved by Experience, 
They are called in ſome Places, Draws 
eaters, from their aptneſs to learn to draw 
their Water when they want to Drink, in a 
little Ivery Bucket, faſtened to a ſmall Chain, 
made for that Purpoſe: Tis a pretty Sight to 
fee with what Dexterity theſe little Creatures 
will pull up their Bucket, Drink, and throu it 
down again; and liſt up the Lid of a ſmall 
Box, or Bin, with their Bill, to come at their 
Meat, Sc. They are wonderfully delighted 
with viewing themſelves in a Glaſs, fixed to 
the Back of their Bucket board, where they 
will ſet upon their Perch, Pruning and Drei- 
fing themſelves with the greateſt Care imagin- 
able, often looking in the Glaſs, and placing 
every Feather in the Niceſt Order; no Lady 
can take greater Pleaſure, or be more nice 
in Dreſſing herſelf than chis little beautiful 
Bird is in rectifying all Diſorders in his Plume, 
por-ſuffering a Feather to lay a miſs. 
The Golaſnch is a long lived Bird, that 
ul ſometimes reach to the Age of twenty 
, Years !' Mr. W3i/loughby makes mention of one 
ithat li ved Twentyrthree Years. They are 
=, Pg chat fly in * or Companies; and 
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Engliſh' Singing- Bird. 21 
when at Liberty, Delights to feed upon on 
Seeds of Thiſtle, Teaſel, _— Dock, S : 


The 1 of the Cock ad An. . 


HE Feathers on the Ridge of tis 

Wing in the Cock are Cole-black, quite 
up to the Shoulder, whereas in the Hen Bird; 
though they appear Black, are of a grey, or 
dusky Aſh-colour, when compared to thoſe 
of the Cock: He is browner on the Back 
and Sides of the Breaſt; the Red, Yellow, 
and in ſhort, all his Colours are much brighter 
than thoſe of the Hen: Theſe are conſtamt, 
infallible Marks, by which the Cock may be 
known from the Hen, either old or young : 
Beſides; the Hen hath a "ſmaller Note, and 
ſings not ſo much. 


FY * 


The Time, Mamer, &c. f K their 
Neſt ior 
7 ha 15 


þ - H E Goldfinch begins 6 to build i in 4 
when the Fruit Trees are in Bloſſom: 
As they excel all our ſmall Birds in Beau 
ty of Feathers, ſo do they likewiſe in Art 
Their Neſt is not only very ſmall, But en. 
ceeding pretty; the Outſide confiſts| of very 
fine Nos, curiouſly 1 with other 
£1166] | ſoft 


1 A Natural Hiſtory of 
oft Bedding; the Inſide lined with Delicate 


in the Elder- Tree; and ſometimes in Thorns 
and Hedges; but not gere e 
Fruit-Trees, n 


n Wool, Sc. She lays fix or ſeven. 
e Eggs, Speck'd and Markt with a Reds 
diſh-broyn. To find their Neſt is not very 
eaſy, for they generally build in Fruit-Trees, 
viz, Apple, Pear, Plumb, &c. but moſt com- 
monly in the Apple, pretty high upon the 
Branches, where either the Bloſſom or Leaves 
intercept our Sight; and at ſuch a Time, when 
we cannot come at them without the Hazard 
of damaging the Bloom, or young Fruit. 1 
have known theſe Birds very often to build 


21% 7 
Ss 31%} 


of the hun, gies to Order them, e. 


H E Goldſinc h has fi or Goren vos, 

| Ones at a breeding; they are tender 

Birds, and therefore old not be taken too 
ſoon; let them be pretty well feathered firſt; 
they will not be ſullen, like the young of 
many other Birds, by ſtaying too long in the 
Neſt; when you take them, prepare their 
Meat after this Manner: Soak white Bread 
in fair Water, ſtrain it, and then Boil it, with 
a little Milk, tiii tis as thick as Haſt y- pud- 
ding. adding to it, a little Flower of Canary» 
82 with this Meat feed them every 4wo 
Hours, 


Engliſh Singing ing-Birds. 
Hours, or oftner, giving them but little 8c 4 
Time, two or three {mall Bits only; begin 
to feed them about Sun- riſing, and continus 
aſter this Manner, till San, eg Let them 
have freſh Victuals every Day, or every other 
Day at fartheſt; 2 you have fed them a 
Mouth, or thereabouts; begin to break them 
from this ſoft Meat, by giving them a little 
Canary- ſeed, and ſoft Meat beſides; when you 
find they feed pretty freely upon the Seed, 
keep them conſtantly to that Diet, tho' they 
will eat Hemp-ſeed, and ſome other Kinds of 
Seed, yet I never found it agree * well 
with them as the Canary. u ne 
If a young Gu/dfnch eb 1 under 
the Canar y-bird, Waedlark, of any other 
fine ſinging Bird; he will take their Song yery 
readily ; I am told of a Lady. that has one = 
theſe Birds at this preſent Tie. that wal 

Talk very finely. KA 
A Cock-b bird, yn from the Net, will Cou- 
ple with a Hen /Canary-hird, and produce-a 
Bird between hoth Kinds; pariaking of 'the 
Song, and Colours of both... | ene 
The Length of à full grown Bird, from 
the Tip of his BilLto the end of hie Tail, 
five Inches and a half; of which the latter 
is two, and the former a little more than half 
an Inch long ; when in Fleſh the Bird weighs 
about an Ounce, 2 
This, 


. 2 


This, as T ſaid' before, g lived ul 
very healthful" Bird, that is ſeldom ot 
Order; but When 1 find him droop, I give 
Him Saffron in his Water, if he has a en 
erumble a little dry Chalk in his Cage, ot a 
mong his Seed, or ſtick a Bit betwixt the 
Wiers of his Cage, and Gravel at the Botton 
and try him with a little Thiftle-ſecd,” or other 
Seeds which they Delight to feed upon when 
wild: The firſt may be foünd in the great 
Thiftle, at the Bottom of à white Down. 
Theſe Birds are taken almoſt at any Time 
the ear, either with Lime-T wigs, or the 
Clap-net, in great Numbers; the young 
Fight in in Fane, "July, or Auguſt ; but the 
or catching them is about M. chathe 
. They frequent the Fields where the 
Thiſtle, and thoſe other Seeds g grow, as men» 
tioned before: They are eaſily caught, bes 
ing of ſo gentle and familiar a Na and 
will both feed and ſing preſently ; when you 
firſt take them, you may give them Hemp 
_ ſed, or ſome of the ſame they loye to feed 
upon in the Fields; you may ſoon bring 
them to feed on the Canary, which is more 
wholeſome, and A 1 dener lh them tha 
Hemp-ſeed. oat | ogy Hh 1 
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or ſeven Months in the Lear; the wild, not 
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of the Chalfch, | 


The Deſcription and G, 


T Chaffinchiiars ſhout, chaitdy = 
known Bird; being common almoſt: in 
every Tree ot Hedge; of the Bigneſd of the 


Bullfnch; laviſh in his Song, and when:brought 
up from the Neſt, or Branchers, will fing ix 


2 


aboye three Months; and elnefty in 
Time. Some of theſe Birds prove good and 
valuable, but the weber Pare "nk em 


keeping. 
Tis 4 Cuſtom Ag the Bidar, when 
2 


they want to learn the Chan 
blind him when he is about thirte or” four 
Months ed; which is dene 1 
Eyes with 4 ' Wier made Almoſt RedHot, bes 
cauſe, as they ſay, he will be more uren 
tive, and learn the bettet; but 1 am fue ie 


would be much better never t&corfine then 
2 than Purchaſe their Hattwony by 

„ I think it is encug td des 

pie little innocent Cfeatures' of L- 
for our Pleaſure and Entertaitnient;'but 
hho out theiy'Pyes to 


be ay Y Barbarous. If what" che 


for" 085? Wes A 1 ney 5 


[ ad 
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and what no one, who has any Tenders 
neſs in his Nature would ever be guilty of; 
'This poor Bird, befides the Pain of the firſt 
Operation, and what he ſuffers before, to pre. 
Parc him for it, by being kept in Darkneſs 
?till he can find his Meat, c. and the Miſery 
| — follows for a F ortnight or more, is ſome- 
times tortured a ſecond Time, becauſe, per- 
haps he has rubbed his Eyes open again, or 
wy Cay was to e Fe 


1 Ma it the Cock and Hen. N 


u Male. ofthis. Kind may be dini 
guiſhed from the Female, at tenor 

twelve Days old; the Difference is very plain, 
if you View them together: I haye a Neſt 
of 2 this Time, of 
that Age; the Cock- bird has a great deal 
more W Whice in his Wing then the Hen, par- 
ticulatly on his Pinion; his Breaſt is remark- 
ably: Redder, and the Feathers of the whole 
Bird of a higher and brighter Colour than 
the Hens. In an old Bird, the Head of the 
Cock is bluiſh, the Back of a Reddiſh-brawn, 
with'a Mixture of ; Aſh-colour or Green; the 
Breaſt of a fine Red; and the Belly under 
| the Tail White. The Colours of. the Hen 
are not ſo bright and lively; her Rump i 
3 nom — 


Engliſh Singing-Bivds; *-. 
Red, inclines to a dirty Kind of Green; the: 
Breaſt is alſo of a Reg CO n e 
the Be 92 


/ | | 3 


The Time and Manner Cp nal . 
Nel, &c. 


A 1 


HE. Chaffinch breeds in N, ad has 

young Ones the Begi of that . 
an high 
Side of a 


> 


Krane 
Month. She builds near the Top of 
Hedge; or on the Branches in the 


Birds, excepting the Goldfnches, which I think 
excels it in Beauty: The Outlide is green 
Moſs, ſmall Sticks, withered Graſs, Horſe aud 
Cow Hair, Wool, Feathers, Sc. the Lache 
lined with Feathers, Hair, Wool, Sc. making 
an exceeding ſoft Bed for her young. The 
Inſide, ot Cavity of the Neſt, is an Inch and 
three Quarters deep; the Diameter two Inches 
and a halt; and notwithſtanding the Bottom 
and Sides of this curious Fabrick, were near 
an Inch thick, the "3 Weight of a com- 
pleat Neſt was no more than ſeven Drams. 
Another Neſt, whoſe Dimenſions agreed with - 
this, was two Drams lighter. The Bird it ſelf, 
when fully Grown, weighs about fourteen 
Drams : Its Length from the End of the Bill, 
to the End of the Tail, is fix Inches; of which 
the latter i is two and a half long. ' She lays 

E 2 uſually 
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Tree : Her Neft is the prettieſt of all mall - 
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uſually four Eggs, but ſornerimes — of 1 
whitiſh Colour, ſpotted with a few, large 
Reddiſh- brown Spots, with a few ſmall 'Specks 

and Streaks at the bigeſt End of the ary 


Colour, 
of the Toung, how to Order then, cc. 


T.. Chaffinch has commonly but four 
young Ones at a breeding, you may take 


them when they are about ten Days old; and 
feed them as you do the Goldfinch or Linn; ; 
they are hardy Birds that may be eaſily raiſed? 
And when they are ont of Order, apply the 

— Things as you do to thoſe Birds when 


Neſs Birds are taken with Clap-nets in 
great Plenty, in June and July, eſpecially 
the young Flight, which we call Branchers, 
when they come to Drink at their Watering- 
Place, &c, therefore *tis hardly worth the 
Trouble of bringing them from the Neſt, 
though ſome that are bred under the ſweet 
_ Chaffinch, ſometimes proye very good 
Pirds, | 
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Of the Gan 0 
Green- linner : Or, as it is - 
called, the Greene bind; 


The De ſeription = Chorafter. 


T is a little bigger than the Chaffinch, of a 
ſtrong hardy Nature: They are frequent- 
ly kept in Cages, but not much eſteemed ſor 
Singing, ; they are more valued for their Learn- 
ing to Ring the Bells in a Cage contrived for 
that Purpoſe : Tho' ſome of them, if brought 
up from the Neſt, will learn to Pipe, Whiſtle, 
and the Song of moſt other Birds. 25 
At the Beginning of Winter, and in hard 
Weather, they gather in Flocks, and may be 

taking wien the er in great N ee 


The Marks of the Cock and. Hem 


Is Head and Back ace the Edges 
of the Feathers Greyiſh; and the Mid- 

dle of the Back hath ſomcthing of a Cheſnut- 
colour intermix'd: The Fore-part of his Head, 
Neck, and Breaſt, quite down to his Belly, 
and Rump, are of a deep Yellowilh green; 
the lower Belly WT to Whitiſn: The 
Borders 


tte End of his Bill to the End of the Tail! 


30 A Natural Hiſtory of 4 

Borders of the outermoſt Quill- feathers of the 
Wings are of an elegant Yellow ; and the 
Feathers along the Ridge of the Wing, ate 
of a lovely Yellow like wiſe. The Coloursgf 
the Hen are not ſo bright and lively; and an 
the Breaſt and Back hath oblong dusky Spots; 
where the Cock is of a fine Yellow, her Co- 
Jours are of a ſordid Green. The voung Cock. 
birds, as ſoon as they are feathered, may be 


known from Hens, * the ſame Brightnelsk 
their Colours, K 


T be Time 15 Manner of their Balli 


HE Green- bird has young Ones about 

the Middle. of May. She builds in 
Hedges, and makes a large Neſt; the out 
moſt Part of which conſiſts of Hay, Grals 
Stubble, &:, The Middle of Moſs 3 the ins 
moſt, on which the Eggs lie, of Feathers, 
Wool, Hair, &c. ſoft and pretty. She lays 
five or fix Eggs, of a very faint Green-colon, 
ſprinkled with ſmall reddiſh Spots, eſpecially 
at the blunt End. The Infide was an Inch 
and a Quarter deep, and four wide ; the whole 
Compoſition weighed eleven Drams; another 
Neft I examined at the ſame Time, differed 
not in Weight quite half a Dram, and had 
Dimenſions equal likewiſe. The Bird from 
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Engliſh Smging-Birds. 31 
fix Inches and a half; the Bill is half an 


Inch; and the Tail two and a Quarter. Its 
Weight i is _— rac en re 


of the Tong, how fo Order them, See. 


HE has Are ſix — Ones at a Breed- 
ding; they may be taking at. ten Days 
old, and brought up with the ſame Food and 
Management as. Linnets, or other Birds of the 
Finch Kind; they are not very Tender, only 
keep them clean, and there is no Fear but 
they will thrive. . And aſter all, I cannot re- 
commend them for pleaſant Cage Birds. If 
you regard his Colours, he is as finely fea- 
thered as moſt Birds; and in an Aviary makes 
as pretty a Show as the beſt of them. 
He is ſeldom Sick; but when he is, give 
W you give Limits 1 W we 
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The Deſcription and cher. vat "Rr 
OR the Sweetneſs of its Sin os the 

Linnet is ſo much eſtermed, 

many Perſons, —— ry 
Birds: He has certainly a curious fine-Note, 
little inferiour to the beſt of Birds; he may 


be Taught likewiſe to Pipe, Whiſtle, 09-40 
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zz *' {7 Natural Hiſtory of | ö 
Song of any other fine Bird; but as his 9 
is ſo good, that Trouble is unneceſſury; the 
natural Note of auy fine Song Bird, tomy 
Fancy, is ever to be preferred, but where the 
Bird has but an indifferent Song of his own, 
then to learn him to Pipe, Whiſtle, Sc. 5 
Pleaſant, and well worth the Trouble. H 

is pretty apt in Learning, if you bring him g 
from the Neft, and will take the #/od lars 

wp to Perfection, 8 that of _ —_ 


The Marks of the Cock "and Hs, 


700 may know the Cock-bird, cither N 

or young by theſe two Marks; firft. the 
b eathers,on his Back are much Browner chan 
thoſe of the, Hen; ſecond, by the White "at 
his Wing. Take your Linnes, when oY Wing- 8 
feathers are —.— and Stretch out his Wing, 
holding his Body faſt with the other Hand, W 
and then 4 the three of 
four Feathers; if it appears clear and bright, 
and Reaches op to the Quills, ic is a fure 
Sign of a Cock-bird; for the White in the 
Wing of the Hed | is much tes, and fainter, 


The Time and Manner of their Buildings 


"HE Lianes has young Ones by the end 
of April, or Beginning of 'May ; builds 
1 — Buſh er Hedge I have 


8 ben black: and whice'Thorm 3h 
Mos e- 
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Engliſh Smomng-Birds, 31 
likewiſe builds among Furze - Buſhes, & 
making a ſmall pretty Neſt: The Outſide of 
Bents, dry'd Weeds, and other ſtubbly Mat- 
ter; and the Bottom all matted together? 
The Inſide of fine ſoſt Wool, or Cotten, 
mixed with downy Stuff gathered from dry'd 
Plants, with a few Horſe Hairs, exceedin 
Neat and Warm. The Cavity of this Neſt 
was one Inch deep ; Diameter three Inches; 
and the Weight five Drams. The Nefſt here 
deſcribed, was taking with young Ones in 3 
Furze, May the Ninth, this preſcnt Year, 
believe the Neſt which the Linnet builds in a 
Hedge, differs from this in the Materials; 
had not an Opportunity now of exam 
both. She lays either four of fe white Eggs; 
with fine red Specks, eſpecially at the blunt 
End. The Bird, including Bill and Tai, 
five Inches and à half long, of which the 
former is Half an Inch, the latter two and a | 
Quarter; in Weight ten Drams. 


Of the Tong, how 70 Order them, cee 


T. Linnet has four or five young Ones 
at a Breeding; they may be taken at 
ten Days old, or ſooner ; they "will learn the 
Song of another Bird the better for being took 
young; but be ſure to keep them very Warm, 
and feed them once IN Hours, ſrom Six 

in 
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34 Nuatural Hiſtory of 
in the Morning, till ſix or ſeven at Night; 
Prepare their Meat as was directed by the Bulk 
. vis. Rape · ſeed ſoaked in Water cight 
Jo ten Hours; then ſcalded, ſtrain'd, and 
bruiſed, mingled with an equal Quantity of 
white Bread, ſoaked in fair Water, trained 
and boiled with a little Milk, as I faid bes 
fore, to a thick Conſiſtancy; let them hape 
freſh every Day, becauſe four Meat will fling 
the Birds into a ſcouring, which often brings 
Death ; when they begin to feed themſelves, 
ſet ſcalded Rape. ſeed in their Cages, to wean 
them from the Bread and Milk as ſoon as pots 
fible, becauſe, ſometimes feeding too long up- 
on ſoft Food, will make them Rotten: It will 
be a Month or fix Weeks before they will 
8 able to crack their Seeds, and live entirely 
hard Meat. In the mean while, for 

. 8 0 of Diet, you may give them ſome 
of the Wood-lark's, or other Birds Victuals 
There are other forts of Food made Uſe of 
in bringing up young Linnets, but this is 
proved to anſwer as well as any. | 


The Linnets Diſeaſes and their a 


HIS is a very healthful Bird, I habe 
known them kept many Years without 
ailing any Thing: But ſometimes he is 
tronbled with Melancholy, occaſioned from a 
Swelling at the End of his Rump, N 


if Ripe, you may with a Needle let out the 
Corruption, and anoint the Part with the 
Ointment made of freſh Butter and Capons 
Greaſe, and feed him for two or three Days 
with the Seeds and Leaves of Lettice, or 
Beets, or the Seeds of Melon chopr in Pieces, 
which he will eat yery greedily ; and when you 
find him to mend, take the Melon Seeds, Sc. 
away, and give him his old Diet again: You 


may put into his Water a Blade of Saffron, 


and white Sugar-Candy for a Week or more, 
till you perceive the Bird to be entirely re- 
covered. | 


The Diſeaſe this Bird is moſt troubled with, 


is a ſcouring ; occaſioned by bad Seeds, and 
many Times for want of Water, There are 
three Sorts of this Diſtemper ; the firit very 


thin, and with a black Subſtance in the Mid- 


dle, which is not very Dangerous. "The e 
cond is between a Black and a White, but 
not ſo thin as the other, hut very clammy 
and ſticking, this is worſe than the former, 
It is recoyered by giving the Bird ſome Melon 
Seed ſhred ; Lettice Seeds, and Beet Seeds 
bruiſed ; and in his Water put Liquorice ar 
Saffron. The third and worſe fort of ſcouring 


is the white Clammy, which is Dangerous and 


Mortal, if not looked after in Time. For 
this, give him firſt Flax-ſeeds, taking away 


all other Seeds; then give him ** 
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ae, then you may Cage them wes 


if Green, otherwiſe they will do him no good 
For want of Plantain- ſeeds, give him ſome of 
the Leaves ſhred ſmall, or a little bruiſed 
Hemp- ſeed; putting | into his Water as be- 
fore, Sugar-Candy, Liquorice, or a Blade or 
two 'of Saffron : You may give the Bird now 
and then a ſmall Matter of ſeeded Chick» 
weed, and a little Chalk, You muſt be Dil 
ent at the firſt to obſerve him when he i 
8 ck, that ſo he may have a Stomach to eat; 
For this Third and worſt Sort of Scouring, 
if it be not taken at the firſt Appearance, 
it immediately cauſeth him to droop, and in 
two or three Days his Stomach will be quite 
gone, and then all Medicines are Uſeleſs. 
_ Linnets are taken' with C lap-nets in June, 
July and Au 7% and likewiſe Flight-birds 
about Michaelmas in great Plenty, by laying 
the Nets near where the Birds come to drink, 
or feed, or any Spot of Ground they fre 


As you Catch the Birds, put them into 
what Lbs call a ſtore, Cage made for that 
Uſe, and give them ſome of the ſame Seed 
you find them feeding upon, and put into 
the Cage likewiſe fine Hemp-ſeed ground or 
bruiſed; feed them aſter this Manner for 
two or "three Days, ſetting them where they 
will not be diſturbed, and they will ſoon 
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in Back Cages, or any other, not too big 3 


and feed them with Rape and Canary- ſeed, 
which agrees the beſt wich them of any 


Seed. 


— 


Of the Twite; 


HE Twite is in Colour and Make 
ſomething like the Linnet, but leis; 
he has a very ſhort Bill, and dark, or blac- 
kiſh Legs; the Cock has a curious red Spot 
upon his Rump, which the Hen hath not. 
'Tis a Bird vaſtly brisk and merry, that's al- 
ways a Singing, therefore they hang him a- 
mong other Birds, to provoke them to ſing. 
They do not breed in England, that I know 
of, but come here in Winter, and go away 
again in the Spring; but what Place they 


do Linnets, &c. They eat Rape and Canary- 
ſeed, but love the Canary beſt: Tis a pretty 


familiar, gentle — Bud, well worth 
keeping, 


I am juſt now told by 3 a Gentleman, curious 


in 


The Deſeription and Charafler.: | 


come from, or whither they go, to us is un- 
known ; The Bird-catchers take them as they 


in ſuch Enquires, that the 7wite is common 


by a Name, which with us ſignifies the lefle 
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in ſome Parts of France, and is called there 


Linnet ; and that its Eggs is like the Egg 
that Bird, but leſs. 


Y — T * 
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Of the Skie-lark ; 
The Diſcription and Charafter. 


HE Cock Skie-/ark is as good a Song: 
bird as moſt this Land produces: H 
is vaſtly ſtout and ; laviſh in his Song; but 
thought by ſome People, too loud and harſh 
I muſt own, tho' he has a great many ant 
Notes, they are not ſo melodious as the HM 
fark's, which in Variety and Softneſs mugh 
excels him, and to my Fancy, all ſmall Birds 
without Exception ; but that valuable Bird's 
- exceeding Tender, very ſubject to the Cramp 
and other Diſeaſes, that he can be kept butts 
Mort Time in a Cage ; ; two or three Yeall 
we count a great while; I don't Deny, "But 
ſometimes they Reach beyond that Date; yal 
the far greater Number make their Period 1 
great deal ſooner 5 whereas the Skzie-lark 184 
long-liv'd, healthful Bird, that will reach 
fifteen or twenty Years; I have heard f 
ſeyeral which haye lived to that Age, bo 
a ung 


„ 
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ſung ſtoutly all that Lime; therefore, con- 
ſidering the Statelineſs and Beauty of this 
Bird; his great Freeneſs in Singing his plea- 
ſant harmonious Notes, for at leaſt eight 
Months in the Year, and the Time he may be 
kept in a Cage, with Care, is highly de- 
ſerving of the CharaQter I have giver bim, 
and worthy the Eſteem of all Lovers of Birds. 
If you can bring a young One up under ſome 
fine Song-Lark, tis a way to have a very va- 


other Birds, he will be apt to take their Notes, 
whether good or bad, to Which no Bud is 
more Subject. * 9 


To know the Cock from the Hin os 


T* diſtinguiſh one from the other in This 
Kind, is no eaſy Matter; and abou 
which there are various Opinions, but hardly 
one that can be depended upon: They fay, 
the Bird that ſets up his Feathers on his 
Crown, fs certainly a Cock; and that the 
longeſt Heel Bird is another ſure Sign, and 
ſome ſay, by two white Feathers in the Tail: 
This is all but gueſs Work, that ſometimes 
proves right, and ſometimes wrong. I am told 
the biggeſt and longeſt bodied Bird never 
fails of proving a Cock; I can't ſay chat 1 
eyer made the Obſervation my ſelf, nor do 


luable Bird; but if you ſuffer him to hear 


> pretend 
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pretend to know a Cock Bird of this Kind 
till he is about a Month old; when he will 
begin to record his Notes very diſtinctly, like 
an old Bird, but low and inwardly ; if you 
hear him do that, you can't well be deceived 
When they are grown up, and fully feather. iſ 
ed; that general Remark, in ſome Meaſure 
will hold good, that the higheft coloured Bid 
is the Cock; for whoever obſerves them gg. 
gether, may perceive the Cock-Lark to be 
ſomething browner upon the Back; of a mate 
yellowiſh Caſt on the Throat and Breaſt, and 
the Feathers whiter upon the Belly. 


T he Time inf Manner of Building then 
N, &c. 


HE Skie-Lark has young Ones by & 

End of April, or Beginning of May: 
She builds her Neſt, ſuch as it is, for the 
Uſes but very little Stuff about it; only; with 
a few Bents, or ſuch like Materials always 
upon the Ground, or in a Hole made by the 
Foot of a Horſe, the Wheel of a Cart, G&6&l 
either in Corn - Fields of any Sort, or wi 
Paſture of any Kind; and lays four or five 
brown Eggs, almoſt he Colour of a Clod i 
Earth, thickly ſpeck'd, as the Figure re | 
_ with browniſh Specks. 


of 


a 
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HES E Birds maft be taken when a- 
bout ten Days old; if you let them 
alone longer, you run a great Hazard of loſe- 
ing them, I have known them quit their Neſt 
in ſeven or eight Days, when they have been 
diſturbed, eſpecially if the old Ones fee you 
look at their young, they will then intice 
them away of a ſudden; and in Rainy Wea- 
ther, 'tis ſurprizing to lee how young they 
will leave their Neſt; 1 have been diſappoints 
ed at ſuch a Time, when I thought it almoſt 
impoſſible for them to get away; one would 


ſafeth Place for them in ſuch Weather; but 
ſo it is, I have Remark'd it often, that che 
young of moſt, if not all kinds of Birds, are 
nouriſhed more, their Feathers grow faſter, 
and ſooner fly, or quit their Neſts in wet, 
than in dry Weather. 1 
ways When you have taken a Neſt of young; 
the put them into a little Basket with ſome ſhort 
Se clean Hay at the Bottom, cover and tie them 
i down cloſe and warm, and feed them with 
five WY white Bread and Milk boil'd thick, mixed 
do ith about a third Part of Rape-ſeed, ſoak d, 


pie: Þoil'd and bruiſed : Some bring them up with 


Sheep's Heart minced very fine, or other 
Fleſh Meat; I cannot to often repeat the Care 
Of Q 5 that 
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Of the Tung, how to Order them &c 


naturally think the Neſt to be the beſt, and 
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that is neceſſary in bringing up young Birds, 
in keeping them clean, feeding them Regu- 
lar once in about two Hours, from Morni 
till Night, with freſh and wholſome Food, 
as the principal Means of preſerying them 
In a Week's Time 1 may Cage them ina 
large Cage, putting fome Hay cut pretty ſhort, 
or courſe Bran at the Bottom, turning or thif. 
ting it e very Day; order them aſter this Mans 
ner till they can feed themſelyes with dry 
Meat, vis. Bread, Egg, and Hemp-lſeed, 
which they will do i in about three Weeks or 
a Month. Remember to boil your Egg very 
hard, chop it fine, and mix it with an equal 
Quantity of Hemp- ſeed, bruiſed, while the 
Birds are, young, but when. they. are able to 
crack the Seed, give it them Whole, and a 
little Bread grated among it. You may then 
let them have a freſh Turf of Graſs once ot 
twice a Week, and ſiſt ſome fine dry Grayel 
at the Bottom 'of the Cage, ſhifting it often, 
that it may not clog their Feet: For Change 
of Diet, you may ſometimes give them a 
little of the Fleſh Meat. After they hape 
done Moulting, you may give them Bread, 
Egg, and whole Hemp-ſced every other Day, 
and a freſh Turf once a Week. As the Buds 
are of an hardy Nature, this careſul Manage- 
ment will preſerve them many Years. 
This Bird at full Growth is fix Inches and 
a Wan long; ; of which the Tail is three 
| Inches 
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Inches, and the Bill three Quarters of an Inch. 
When in Fleſh it "weight about an Ounce and 
Hall. 550! 
The Skje-lavks as endung before, ſel-- 
dom ails any: Thing, but if you perceive him 
at any Time to ſcour, Dung looſe, grate 4 
{mall Matter of old Cheeſe among his Victuals, 
or 2 him three or four Wood- lice in a 
Day, or a Spider or two, and in his Water 
a little Saffron; or Liquorice; theſe are the 
beſt Things that I can recommend; and what 
will relieve him, tho he won't often ſtand 
in need of any Thing more than good Meat 
and Drink, _ min as a 1 m | 


gef W Vays of A Shi lik, 
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HE v are Birds which WA left theit 

Neſt; three or four Days: To take 
them, you muſt watch in ſome convenient 
Place, as much out of the old Ones Sight as 
poſſible; either ſtand cloſe in 'a Hedge, ox 
lie down in the Field, Sc. and you will pre- 
ſently ſee them bring Meat to feed their 
young ; which, as ſoon as you perceive, and 
obſerye them to hover juſt over the Grals, &c. 
and drop down on a ſudden, run in upon 
them as faſt as you can, where you will ge- 


G 2 Ba... 


1 

ö 
i 
} 
'” 

| 
l 


fig | * a To 


_ ! Native EH, 1 of: 


nerally find the young Birds; if you miſs 
them, ſearch narrowly about, for they will 
creep into ſome Hole and lie cloſe, or in a 
large Turf of Graſs, Sc. ſometimes they will 
run 'away among the Graſs or Corn, exceeds 
ing faſt, hen they do that, you can very 


ſieldom catch any: Vou muſt wait for the old 


Ones bringing them Meat again, but dont 
run in the firſt Time, fee if they come two 
or thtee Times with Meat, and ſettle at the 
fame Place, if at different Places, and at lit- 
tle Diſtances ſrom each other, then you may 
be ſure the young Ones have ſtraggled in 
the fright, and are at thoſe different Places; 
you may then run in where you judge they 
are by the conſtant coming of the old Birds, 
which will find them out, and ſoon get them 
together again. 

When you take any of theſe Birds, put 
them in a large Cage with Hay or courle 
=_ at the Bottom, and feed and order them 
as you do the Neftling, If you find them 


fallen, that they won't cat, you muſt for 4 


little while cram them with Sheep's Heart, 
Gr. they will ſoon come too. Theſe Birds 
generally prove as good, or better than ho 
__ from the Neſt. 
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E call all thoſe young Birds by this 
Name that were bred, and flew that 
Year, about two or three Months old, before 
they have moulted their Neſtling Feathers 
what are taken at that Age before they be- 
gin to Moult, are very good, little inferiour 

to the Neſtlings, but aſter they have moulted, 
or in moult when taken, ſeldom youre good 
Birds. 

The Time for taking Branchers: is in June 
or July; with a Hawk, and a Net of about 
ele ren or twelve Yards long, and three or 
four broad, with a Line run through the Mid- 
dle of it. There muſt be two Perlons, one 
to carry the Haut, the other to take hold 
of one end of the Line; and when you find 
where Larks lie, get as near ta them as you 
can, then hold your 2 up upon your Hand, 

making him hover his Wings, which when 
they pereeĩve him, will lie very cloſe to the 
Ground; then let one take hold at one end of 
the Line, and another hold of the other end, 

till you come at the Place where they are 

holding your Hawk up as you go; at the 
Sight of which, they will lie ſo cloſe that you. 
may very eaſily draw your Net over them. 

When you have taken them, give them 
Bread Fe. and bruifed Hemp-feed; PO 
the 
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the Bottom of the Cage red Sand, and firew 
them a little Meat in the Cage for two or 
three ys, and they: will N become 
ame. Ng Ango $126 

\Ladrtirere taken in F light with Clapenets 
in great Numbers. In ſome Places they take 
them with a Glaſs, called a Larking- Gli; 
this they uſe of a Sun-ſhiny Day, and makes 
great Ha vock | amongſt theſe Birds: But the 
moſt deſtructive Way is in the dark Nights 
wü a Net called. à Frammel; tis a very 
murdering Net, taking all ſorts of Birds that 
i comes Teng as Partridges, Quails, &t. 
Larks: ave enſnared likewiſe with a Nooſe 
made with two Horſe Hairs twiſted together, 
which catches them by their Neck or Leg 
This Way is practiſed when the Ground 4 i 
Gavered: with'a _ Snow... n 
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* 1 His. Bird is. —— e for 
his great Variety of ſoft and delight- 


ſul Notes, that in the Opinion of moſt Peg- 
ple, he is the beſt Song · bird found in this 
ok A He is not only, as ſome ha ve ſaid, 
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comparable to the Nightingale for ſinging; but 
in my Judgment, deſerying to be preferred 
before that excellent Bird; and if he be hung 
in the ſame Room, will ftrive with; him for 
Maſtery ; as likewiſe it ſometimes! happens 
in the Woods, where there is a ſtrong” Con- 
tention between theſe two Charming Chor 
ſters to excel and out- do each other.. 

He is of great Beauty, both in Shape and 

Plume : His Breaſt and Belly are of a” pale 

ycllowiſh Hair Colour, faintly ſpotted with 


ed of Black and Reddiſh yellow, a white 
Line encompaſſing the Head from Eye to 
Eye, like a Crown, or Wreath, It is ſome- 
thing leſſer, and ſhorter bodied than the co 
mon Skie-lark, and ſets upon Trees, Which 
that Bird ſeldom or never doe. 


The Marks of the Cock and Hen. 


E is known by his Size, the biggeſt 
and longeſt bodied Bird, generally 
proving a Cock; and by the largeneß and 
length of his Call; the tall Walking of che 
Bird about the Cage; and at Evening td 
doubling of his Note, Which we call Cads 
ling, as if he were going to Rooſt. © Other 


Marks are by the length of his Heel, the 
largeneſs of his Wing, and by his ſetting up* .. 


black; the Back and Head are Party-colours © 


48 


Grd, or any other; 


Y 


e e 


the Crown upon his Head: Some will tell you, 
that theſe are certain Signs of its being a Cock 


yet they do not always prove true: Bat if 


you hear him fing ſtrong, you cannot be de 
ceived; for the Hen Birds will ſing but fle 


The Uſe of this is chiefly to know thoſe Birds 


that are taken at Flight- Time; becauſe thoſe 
taken at other Seaſons, ſing ſoon after they arc 
taken, or not at all. I cannot give any'eer- 
tain Notes to know the-Cock from the Hen, 
whilſt Neſtlings; unleſs it be by that genera 
Remark, that the higheſt coloured Bird al. 
ways proves a Cock, and that the biggelt 


2 nd longeſt bodied, and other Marks before 


mentioned, will hold good in ſuch young 
Birds, as well as thoſe that are full feathered 
This Particular indeed is not very material, 
becauſe fo fe are brought up from the Neſt 
it being very difficult, with the utmoſt Care 
that can be taken, to: raiſe them; either the 
Cramp, or —_ — them; or * die 
in moulting. 


The Tome and Manner of their Building, K. 


Ti is a very tender Bird, and yet breed 
early in the Spring, as ſoon as a Black- 
the young Birds being 
ready to fly by the Middfc of March. The 


build at the Foot of a Buſh or a Hedge, d 
in 


Fern 


difficult to do, don't take them too ſoon, n 
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in Lays when the Graſs. is rank and dry, un- 
der ſome Turf to ſhelter them from tlie . 
ther. Their Neſt is made of withered Grals, f- 
brous Roots, and other ſuch like Matter ; with 
a few Horſe  Hairs within Side at the Bottom, 
being a ſmall, and very indifferent Fabrick; 
ic has hardly any Hollow or Sides, the Bot- 
tom was almoſt upon a level with the Top: 
The whole Compoſition did not weigh a Quar- 
ter of an Ounce; The Weight « the "Ee A 
little above ah Ounce ; its Length fix Inches, 
of which the Bill is ſomething above Half a 
Inch, and the Tail two Inches She lays * 
Eggs of a pale Bloom Colour, Beafall 
motled and clouded with Ked, Yellow, Fen 


of the Tawny, his 16 ON than, FO 


HE nod hit, as I ſaid before, breeds 
very early in the Spting; her young 
Ones are tender Birds, and genefally four in 
Number : If you are minded to bring them-yp 
from the Neſt, which you will find exceeding 


before they are well feathered ; becaule, when 
they are too young, they 15 more We 
the Cramp and Scouring, which common. 
kills them; Put them into'a Bas 1 in 
little Hay 2 the Bottom, or fomefn 

where" they may lie cleat ant” 27 if by 
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"them cloſe donn: Feed them with Sheep! 
Heart, or othet Jean Fleſh Meat raw, mike 
-with a hard boil'd E gg, à little Bread, and 
"Henip-leed bruiſed or Sohn” all chop'd to- 
gether as fine as it is poſſible to do it, and made 
-a little 'moiſt with clean Water: Every Two 
Hours, or oftener ; give them five or fix ſmall 
Bits, taking great Care never to overload their 
tender Stomachs. Let not their Meat be to 
ale; dry, mouldy or ſour; for your Birds 
10 fed, whether old or young, will net 
thrive. 

The wild Ones feed upon Beetles, Cater. 
pill and other Inſects; likewiſe upon Seek 

The Mood-lark, as if ſenfible of his On 
melodious Song, will take from no other, un- 
leſs brought up from the Neſt, then he may be 
taught the Song of another Bird. ' 


he Seaſons for catching Wood-lks with 
Nets, and how to order them. F 


Fc —— * 
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IR <7 Branchers, which are Birds that 

S were hatched that Spring, are taken in 
une and July, with a Net and a Hawk, affe 

| the ſame Manner as I told you they took SH. 
tarks. You may find theſe Birds Harbouring #- 
uf Grayel+Pits, upon Heath, and common 
d, and in Paſture Fields. For fear of the 


, they Will l lie ſo Cloſe, that e 
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they ſuffer themſelves to be took up with the 
Hand. Theſe Birds ſoon grow, tame. 

The next Seaſon is for Michae/mas Birds, 
which are taken with Clap-nets in great 
Numbers in Seftember, and are counted bet= 
ter Birds than what are catched at any other 
Time of the Year, becauſe Keeping. them all 
the Winter, makes them more tame than, 
Birds catch'd in January or February, and will 
ſing longer, eight or nine Months in the Year, 
Wod-larks at this Time commonly. fly very, 
high, therefore the higheſt Ground 1s uſually; 
choſe to lay the Nets upon, likewiſe id 3 
Cart-way, or where a Spot of Earth is freſh, 
turned up; or ſometimes, you may turn it vp. 
on Purpoſe. 

A third Seaſon ral taking Wood-larks is ig 
January ; what are caught At that Time, are 
iery ſtout good Birds, and will ſing in à fe 
Days aſter they are taken, both ſtouter and 
louder than one taken in September, but nog 
ing ſo many Months: Theſe are;catch'd with” 
the Clap-net likewiſe, as they are at Michael 
nag; and are found at that Time of the Year,/ 
lying near a Wood-fide in Paſture Slots, 
where the Sun riſes, 

Wood-larks are ſometimes taken when they. 
are match'd with their Hen, which 1 think is 
wrong ; they ſhould by no Means he diſturb.” 
ed in breeding Time, or when they ate pre, 
paring ah, it ; TheEnd of January ought to bo 
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B lateſt Time for taking theſe Birds, wy 
cauſe they are early breeding Birds, that if 
the Weather be mild, couple at that Time, 
or ſoon after ; beſides, the Bird taken then js 
worth very little; *tis true, he will ſing almoſt 
as Toon as you 'bave him, by reaſon of his 
nkneſs in accompaning with the Hen, but 
Ill ſoon fall off from his Song, and you hear 
bat little more from him all that Summer. 
All the Vood-larks taken at different Sea- 
ſons, muſt be fed alike with Hemp-ſeed 
1 very fine, and mixed with Bread and 
hard boild and grated, or chop'd as 
Fo as poſſible. When he 1s firſt taken, he 
fog be ſhie for a little Time ; you muſt "6 
fine red Gravel in the Bottom oſ his Cage, 
and ſcatter ſome of his Meat upon it, which 
will i intice him to eat ſooner than out of his 
Tloug h; you may leave that off when yy 
Had, be eats out of the latter freely. 
great Meaſure, order his Diet as the 
las ive him no Turf of Graſs, but 
ten fine red Gravel in his Cage, and when 
8 well, inftead of that, put Mould full of 
Ants, which i is the moſt 1 1770 Live-food 
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Engliſh Simging-Bards. - $3 
any Kind of Fleſh OM minced fine, a 
ordered as before for fome other Birds, which 
you may let him now and, then haye for. 
Change of Diet, always leaving ſome of 
his conftant Meat in the Cage at the fame 
Time, that he may eat Which he Will. 

An uncommon. Care ſhould be taken of 
preſerving this fine Bird, becauſe he is ſo very 
Tender, in often \ ſhifting his "NY oo 
Water, Sc. | 664. 


- 


— 


2 


Ie , , 1 
0 * 4 - 1 " a 6% 4 - | » : 
8 1 Derr I” 4H 4 —— =T Tf fr Ong 


- 4 7 


of the Tit-lark; N an TOR 


112.80 ns 


The De . * Chat affix. * J 


HIS Bird is. leſs. than the Skie-lark, 
about the Bigneſs of the Nj ightingale ; 
very handſome TY and finely frarherags\ 
that in Beauty, few, Birds: exgel him: He lings i 
moſt like the Canary. Aird ok any-whazſaevcy: 
Ae, FE chewing c. bus hong) 
is ſhore, ach, no Variety ig it. 
times indeed a 1 "Tit-larke proves a my 
ine Songabj W e and the heſẽt 
of them, ling five. Months * | 


Lear. 
No pe, about: the: 
a:out-theBeginni 
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of September. Before his going away, be is 
apt to grow fat like the Nighting ale: He 8a 
hardy Bird, and long-lived ; if Range with 
Care, not W to * or ee 


The Marks of the Cock and Hen." 


N this kind the Cock is all over more 
Yellow than the Hen, but eſpecially un- 
der the Throat, on the Breaſt, Legs,. and 
Souls of the Feer. In Neſtlings, they cant 
well be diſtinguiſhed by their Colours, there- 
| fore muſt wait till you hear them begin to 
Record their Song, which it is the Trey Sign 
of a Cock-· bird. 


* 4 — — 
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H E. Y buil 2'amongit En or in the 
Corn Fields; her Neſt" is ſal, pret- 
* ouch like the Wood-larks': She lays five or 
fix Eggs of a dark Brown-colour ; and has 
young Ones fit to take towards the End of 


They may be ann up with the 65 
Meat and Mana as young Wood-larks 
or Nightingakes : But I think it hardly wort 
the Trouble, becauſe ſo many are taken, when 
| 185 firſt come to viſit our Part of the World, 
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Engliſh: Singing: Birds. 35s 
both with. Clap-nets, and. Lime-Twigs; as 
they catch feb Gold. finches, / &c. When 
you firſt take them, tie the ends of heit 
Wings with Thread, to prevent their flutter- 
ing and beating themſelves againſt the Cage; 
and they will ſoon grow tame, Feed them 
as you do the Wood or Skie-lark,; At firſt give 
them Hemp-ſeed and Bread, made very fine 
and mixed together; likewiſe Ants Mould 3 in 
their Cage, Meal-worms, rc. ſtrew their 
Victuals about their Cage to allure them - 
cat ; and in three or four Days they will take 
ic freely enough; and will ſing in about a 
Week's Time. Cage them ſingle, in a Cage 
ſomething cloſer than the common Wood larks, 
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Of the Robin-Red- Breaſt; 
— lll,” 


"Pap Bird denominated from its 170 
Breaſt, is ſo well Known in almoſt 

Countries, that it needs no long Deſcription, 
It is by many Perſons eſteemed little iienour 
to the Nightingale ; the Cock has a Weer mes 
Jodious Song, ſo free and e that very 90 
3 can equal him. 
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Ii the Widiter time, when there is a Scarcity 
of Meit abroad, to ſeek” its Food, will enter 
lars Hoſes with much Confidence, being a 
very bold Bird, ſcciable arid familia with 
Ban But in the Sucher, When thefe ĩs ; Plenty 
of Food in the Woods, ind it is not pinched 
with Cold, Will withdraw it ſelf into 14 moſt 
deſert Places, being a ſolitary Bird, that loyes 
to feed ſin >Ty ; and lives upon Worms and 
other faſt *. "and their Eggs, Crums 
of Bread, Cc. notwithftanditig thele Birds 
are ſaid to withdraw. from Houſes into the 
Woods in Stnnier-time, as indeed ſome of 
them do; yet are there à great man 105 
Breed and Harbour aböüt — and 
Out- houſes all the Year round. 
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. The Matks of the Cock ami Het 


HE Cock may be known by his Brea 
being of deeper Red than the Hens, 
and the Red going up farther upon the Head, 
and ſome ſay, by the Colo of his 2 
which'are darker, and by certain Haits which 
$9 on each Side his Bil. His bright 5+, 
reaſt is 4 Mark that may be depended up 
tlie other do not always Arg The io 
1s likewiſe of à darker Olive. „ the 
upper Surface of his whofe'Body: © © 
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The Nur and Manner * vain that 


"Neff, Sec. | 
JT" HE 'Robin has young ; Ones by the tia 
of April or of May.. She 
builds in a Barn, or Qut-houſe ; fometinnes in 


a Bank or Hedge and likewiſe i in the Woods: 
Her Neſt is made with courſe Matetlalsz the 
Outſide of dry Green Moſa, intermixed with 
courſe Wool, aal dry d Sticks, Straws, dry d 
Leaves, Peckings from young, Trees, and other 
dry'd Stuff; with a how Horſe Mairs within 
dale: It had a very little Hollow, hardly an 
Inch deep, and about three wide; the com- 
pleat Neſt weighed eleven Drams, Another 
whoſe Dimenſions were equal with this, was 
half a Dram lighter, The Bird is ix Inches 
long, of which the Bill was little more than 
half an Inch, and the Tail two and a half 
long. She lays commonly, either five or fix 
Eggs, but fometimes no more than four, never 
leſs,of a Cream Colour, ſprinkled all over with 
me Rediſh Yellow Spots; at the blunt Hud 
Wan that they appoar almoſt all-in one, 


bl the — how 10 Order them, bee. 


T the Begiening ef . May, the Robin © 

uſually has young Ones fit to take, 

fre or ſix. in Naniber : You may take oy 
I | 
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38 A Nuural Hiſtory of 
at ten or twelve Days old, if you let them 
lie too long they are apt to be ſullen; 
keep them warm in a little Basket with 
Hay at the Bottom; feed them with the 
Wood-Lark's Meat, ot as yon bring up-young 
 Nightingales ;, let their Meat be minced 
very ſmall, as ordered for other Birds, giv. 
ing them but little at a time; if you obe 
Toad their tender Stomachs it will diforder 
the Birds; when they are grown {trons 
Cage them in 2a Cage, like the Vg, 
gales or Wood-Larks; it thould be-fome. 
thing cloſer wiered, and let them "hay: 
Moſs at the Bottom, and in all 'Reſpets 
keep and order them like the Nightingale: 
When they feed themſelves you may i 
„them with the Wood-Lark's Meat, becauſe 
ſome of theſe Birds like it better rhan'the 

 Nightingale's. © \ 0 1M. 


of their Diſeaſes and Cure. 


| HEY are very much ſubject tothe 
1 Cramp and Giddineſs ; for the Cu 
of the former give them a Meal-Worn 
now and then; for the latter, ſix or (eve >* 

_ _Earwigs in a Week. | 
+ There are many Kinds of Iaſects that 
Birds will eat greedily, and very: probably 
| g would relieve them under Maladies * 
* ' e 


Engliſh. Singing Birds. 39 
they be conveniently procured at all Times, 
ſuch as young, ſmooth Caterpillars (a Ne, 
hin will not touch a hairy one,) ſome Sorts 
of Spiders, Ants, C, but I know of noIn-" 
ſect that is more innocent, or agrees better 
with Birds in general than the Meal-Worm, 
which may be had with little Trouble at © 
the Meal-Shops almoſt at any Time. The 
Farwig I do not approve of, that Inſect 
5 armed in the Tail with a Pair of very. 
ſharp Forceps or. Knippers, Which it gan 
dapſe togther, and may wound or bug 
the Bird,, Above all, to prevent Dileales; x 
be ſure to keep him clean and warm, taking 
Care never to let him want Water r, 
wholeſome Food, and ſometimes à Jittle. 
daffron or Liquorice in his Water, which 
will make him chearful, long-winded, ad, 
help him very much in his Song. 
A young One brought up from the Nelt, 
may be taught to pipe or Whiſtle finely 4, 
but prefer his own natural Song to tholes 
that are taught him, becauſe it is an 
ceeding good une. 
Robins are taken with Lime Twigs, a 
likewiſe with the Trap- Cage ; by this laſt 
great Numbers are enſnar ed. 
An old Bird when he is caught, is agt t 
be ſullen, when you put him in a Cage” oY 
will not ſing, but a young Cock Bird will | 
lag in a few. Days. Wis Birds you ap - 3 
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HE Red Pl is 2 Tory fie. bub a 
exceeding pretty feathered: Bird : "The 
Head and Bread 2 the Cock are of a fine 
Red: The Hen has a red Head likewile, 
bat not of fo bright ht a Colour ; tis not'a 
very fine Bird for finging, - bue bas a pretty 
chattering Sort of a Song, I can't ea 
very melodious, yet they. are often kept in 
Cages, and cat the ſame Sort of Seedsas 
the Linnet or Chaſſrch. We are not fare 
that theſe Birds build in 7 they are 
found here in Winter, go away 
in the Spring T 
der cheirNeſts bein pe 3 T rather be 
come to hoo the Cold, as the 
| Wendel, Twite, and ſome other Birds 0 
They are taken as they catch Linpets, Gate: 
Hueber, and other ſmall Birds. Mr. Wi: 
 tughly has not the Ned. Pie in bis N 
lection, deſcribed by that Name, or any 
Eder that will exady anſwer ; he 
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Engliſh. Singing - Bd.. 6 
lieve it to be the ſame with what he calls 
the Leſſer Red headed Linnet ; hig Deſcrip- 
tion of that in many. Particulars 
iy this Bird, which is as follows: This, ſays 

he, is lefler than the precedent, meaning the” 

Greater Red- headed Linnet, which he makes 
leſſer than the common, and will agree v 
well with the Size of the Red-Pole ; the 
Back coloured like the common Des oh 
Forehead adorned with a remarkable 
ning red Spot; the Bill like that of the 
Great Red Lines but leſs; the'Breafi'red'y 
the lower Belly white ; the prime Feat 
of the Wings 1 Tails dusky-; che Tail 
about two ' Inches long, and de wh 
forked ; the outmoſt Borders of ehe Wing 
and Fail-Feathers round are white ; be 
and Feet are dusky 3" the CM dhack 
long, for the Bigneſs of the Bird, bas the 
Legs ver ſhort, 

In this Kind the Female ale bath Spot 
6," 10 G * 7 * gel ETD 4 0 


on her Head, but more dilute than 15 
the Cock, and of a Saffron Colour. 
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ri Pct! Charafter, and Marks of 
ang» ihe Cock and Hen. pos w 

OT * * 


rT | is a ball Bird, gba A keller that 
the Robin: Red · Breaſt. The Cock is very 
beautiful, his, Breaſt, Rump, and Tail ate 
of a ſine Red; the Back, Neck, and bind: 
Part of the Head of a Lead Colour; che 
fore” Part of his Head and Throat of a 
t Black, and has a white Mark upon his 
ole. The Hen is a beautiful Bird: likes: 
wiſe, but partakes more of the Colour o, 
the Nightingale; with a red Tall, ſome - 
thing fainter than the Cocks. The Cock 
is known at all times from the Hen, by 
. His black Head, that Mark being . peculiar 
to the Male only. He ſings ſweetly, and 
has pretty Notes, very Pleabant to hear. 
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Of their Breeding ; when: to take, and how 
t Order the Tong, Kc. 


HESE Birds breed in May, have you 
Ones fit to take by the Middle of that 


Month. They _ their Neſts in the 
PE Holes 


Engliſh Smging-Birds. 63 
Holes of old Walls, Trees, Ge. Their 
Eggs are like the Hedge Sparrow's, but of a 
paler Blue. and not 40 Gs ON | 

This Bird is faid to of ſo do goed 
and ſullen a Temper, that if taken when 
old, will not for ſome” Days look at his 
Meat; and when he feeds himſelf will 
ſometimes continue a. Whole Month wich- 
cut ſinging but if brought up young, they 
become gentle and tame; and with” re- 
gard to her Neſt, they ſay, ſhe is the ſhieſt 
of all Birds, for if ſhe perceives you to 
mind her when. ſhe. is. building, ſhe will 
forſake what ſhe hath begun and if you 
touch an Egg, never comes. to her Neſt 
more; and if you touch the young ones, 
will either 1 r thro them out ↄf the 
Neſt and break their Necks, as Mr, Wat 
Iughby ſays, he found by Experience more 
than once. 

The Voung are to be taken at ten Days 
old, and are to be fed and ordered as 
the Nightingale or Robin: Red -reaſt. Keep 
them warm, and they will Gng in the Nighe 
as well as in the Day, and will learn to 
whiſtle, and imitate other Birds: When 
wild it feeds upon Iuſects, &c. like the 
Robin or Nightingale, and 'tis thought comes 
tg us in Summer-time, and goes away in 
the Winter ; of which Matter 1 own my 
ſelf ignorant. 5 
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5 of the Common Wren.” 
1 | The Deſerption nd Charter. | by 


XCEPTING ie be the Golden Gn 
Men, this is the fmalleſt Bird font 
Fn this Kingdom; it weighs about theke 
Drams; its „From the Point of the 
Dili © End of che Tall, is fout Inches al 
an. half. He commonly creeps about Hedge 
and Holes, making but ſhort Flights, and 
H it be driven from the Hedges, Sun es- 
fily be tired and run down. It will fit up 
on a Barn or Tree, G. About a Farmer; 
Yard, where it moſtly frequents, and g 
exceeding fine; and being kept in u Cage 
| It will ſing very ſweetly, and Wh # Higher 
and Tonder Voice, than one would think 
50 its 4. 1 and Bignefs, and is 'a very 
pleaſing Bird, that will fing a great many 
Months in the Tear: Some Perfotis tithe 
kept thefe Birds a great while in a Cat, 
and have had them Ting as ſtott a3 if they 
were inthe Fields. 
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Th Marks of the Gd al} He, =” 


HE Cock is of a dark brown upon 

the Head and Back; his Breaſt and 
Belly whitiſh ; the Tail and Wings are va- 
fried with a bright Yellow, and blackin 
Lines. The Bird with the largeſt Eye s 
generally thought to be a Cock. The Hem 
Bird is all over of a rediſn brown Co 
excepting the Lines a- croſs her Tail an 
Wings which are black and rediſh. The Dis 25 
ference in young Birds can hardly be known 


till the Goon Wen to rn ——— 
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The Time MY” of te Bull ee 3 
„ dr 
HE Wrin hes youn Ones f in Mayz 
ſhe builds her Neſt ſometimes hy the 


Walls of Houſes, in the Back-fides of Stas * 


— or other Out- Houſes, but more com- 
monly in Woods, and Hedges, in à veryyary 
tificial Manner; having the Form of a . 
gar Loaf, wiener of Moſs ʒ within of Har, 
Wool, or Feathers, and bath i in the Middle 
of the Side a Door or Paſſage, by which 
it goes in and out; ſhe lays a great Num- 
ber of Eggs, ſometimes fifteen or ſixteen, _ 
but many times * not above ball,” | 
that 
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that Number ; they are very ſmall white 
Eggs, ſprinkled all over with ſmall * 


red Spots. 
'e the Tong, bow to Order them, 8 


F you are N to W up a Net 
of Wrezs, let them be very well fea. 
thered before you take them: They are to 
be fed and reared like the young Nightin- 
Saler, giving them often, and but liert at 
à time, one or two very ſmall Bits. When 
they are grown fit for a Cage, let "them 
have a large one made with very. cloſe 
Wier ; one Side of which ſhould be made 
like ** a Squirrel Houſe, and have it 
lin'd with any thing that is warm. Keep 
them conſtantly to the Nightingale's Food, 
and there is no queſtion but they will 
anſwer your Expectation; you muſt take 
the ſame Care in keeping them clean and 
warm as of young Nightimgales. And if 
at any time they are ſick, them two 
or three Flies, or à ſmall WN or * 
100 not too many n 
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of divers Perſons, for this or that 
Bird which they eſteem and prefer to A 
others, the Nightingale, by the Generation: 
of Mankind, is ſtill accounted the chief 
of all ſinging Birds: He ſends forth his 
pleaſant Notes with ſo laviſh -a Freedom, 
that he makes even the Woods to eceho 
with his melodious Voice ; and this de- 
lightful Bird, ſcorning to be out: dong, will 
not yield to any Competitor, either oF 
Birds or Men; the Wood. Lark is his greats: 


eſt Antagoniſt, between whom there ſomes. 
times happens ſuch a Contention for Ma- 


ſtery, each ſtriving to outvy the other, that, 
like true bred Cocks, they ſeem reſolved ta 
dye rather than looſe the Victory ; if ths 
former carries it in Stoutneſs and Free 
of Song, ſo does the latter in his pleatng 
Variety of ſoft: warbling harmonious Notes, 


in which, to my Faney, none excels, or 


equal to hi tf i) Ha a | 
The Nightingale is not ſo. remarkable ſot 
any Variety or Beauty of Colours, but well 


K 2 known 
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known from its ſinging by Night: In Size 


be is about the Bigneſs of the Goldfinch, 


-_ . ſomething longer bodied. 


Theſe Birds are not ſeen in this King. 
dom in the Winter Time; where they are 
when abſent from us, is altogether un- 
known : They come towards the latter End 
of March, or Beginning of April, and leave 
us at the latter End of the Summer. Thoſe 
that are kept here in Cages will ſing ſeven'sr 
eight Months in the Year, from the Begin- 
ning of November till Midſummer : There 

be a great deal of Care taken to keep 
them clean and warm, and they will ing all 


* che Winter. 5, 


& Hen at firſt records little, or not at all. 1 


the Marks F the a and fed | 


HERE are no b Marks in 

their Colours to . know them y 
bar as in other Birds; fo in theſe the Cock 
is of a deeper and brighter Colour than 
the Hen, which, when ſeen together, may 
eaſily be perceived, and is ſomerhing 
larger. In Neſtlings the Cock may be known 
by this Token; after he hath eaten, he will 
get upon the Perch, and begin to tune of 
record to himſelf, which you may obſerve 
by the Motion of his Throat z whereas the 
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The Time aud Maimer af Builung tles 
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HEY have young Ones uſually by 

the Middle of May, build 'ina cloſe, 
thick Hedge, pretty low, a little above the 
Edge of the Bank, and moſt commonly - 
where Briars, Thorns, Buſhes, and ſuch like 
Things grow very thick, to fence them from 
their Enemies, making their Neſt of the 
Leaves of Trees,  Straws, and Mos, and 
lay Eggs of a brown Nutmeg Colour, 

It ſeldom ſings near its Nelt for fear of 
diſcovering it, but, for the moſt part, abaut . 
2 Stone's caſt diſtant, It frequents cool 
and ſhady Places, where are little Rivalets 
of Water, ſuch as Quick-ſet Hedges, ſmall 
Groves and Buthes, where are no very 
high Trees; for it Delights in no high 
Trees except the ax. 

To find the | Niphtingal's Neſt, obſerve 
where the Cock Sings, and if he fings long 
in a Place, then the Hen is not far off; 
but if he hath. young Ones he will now 
and then be miſſing, and the Hen, when you 
are near her Neſt, will ſweet and cur ; but 
if you have ſearched long and cannot find 
it, try this Experiment ; ſtiek two or three 
Meal-worms upon the Thorns, near where 
| you 
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yon find the Cock moſt frequents, and ſtand 
ſtill, or lie down cloſe, keeping the Worms 
in view, and obſerve. when he comes to 
take them, which Way he carries them, 
liſten, and you will hear the young when 
the old 'Ones feed them, for they make a 
great Noiſe for ſo ſmall a Bird, | When 
ou have found the Neſt, if they be not 
ged enough, touch them not, if you do, 
they will not ſtay long, the old Ones will 
intice them out. - = - xl 


Of the Young, how to Order them, Sc. 


HE Nightingale has five you; On Ones 
T at a Breeding; they ſhould not be 
taken till they are fledged almoſt as well 
as the old Ones; and though they are 
apt to be ſullen, and refuſe their Mes 
when they are ſo old, you may open theit 
Mouths, and give them two or three {mall 
Pieces at a time, and ing a few Days they 
will come to, and feed themſelves: If you 
take them too young, they are ſubje&'to 
the Cramp and Looſeneſs, which makes 
their Feathers matt together, and kills the 
Birds. When you take them, put the Net 
in a little Basket, and keep the Birds co. 
vered up warm, for they are very tendet, 
and without ſuch Care the Cold wa kill 
. Jy them. 
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them. Feed them every two Hours, giving 
them two or three ſmall Bits at a times 
Let their Meat be Sheep's Heart or other 
Flcſh Meat raw, chopped very fine, well 
cleanſed and freed from Skin, Sinews, and Fat 
or Strings, which will be apt to ſtiek in 
their Throats, or twine about their Tongues, 
2nd cauſe them to fall off from their 4 ma 
Cc. mixed with Hens Eggs hard boiled. 
In a few Days they will take their ear | 
off from the Stick themſelves 3 you may 


then cage them in the Nightingale $' Backs 


cage, Let them have a little Stra or de 
Moſs in the Bottom of the Cage; but when 

they come to be large, give them Ants 
Mould as you do the old Ones: You may 
learn them to feed upon ſome Kind of In- 
ſes, ſuch as Meal-worms, Spidets, Ants, Se. 
being very uſeful when they are fick, I do 
not approve: of giving them much of that 
Sort of Good worn ca 4 4 


WW * 
9 


of the it Diſeaſes, and = 


Cure. | 2 


FZ Note, that the principal Thing 
which eauſes moſt Diſeaſes, not only: 


in Mig bting ales, but in other Birds xept or 
inging, is as mentioned before, want of 
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keeping them clean and neat; whereby they 
clog their Feet, which cauſes the Claws c 
ſeveral to rot off, and breeds the Cramp 
and Gout in others, and makes them never 
thrive, nor delight in themſelves, No 
Birds can be kept too clean and neat, there. 
fore be ſure to let them have twice a Week 
Gravel at the Bottom of the Cage, and 
let it be very dry when you put it in, for 
then it will not be ſubject to clog, 
In Autumn this Bird is apt to grow en 
efeortibary fat and foggy, that ſometime 
he will hardly touch his Meat for a Fort f 
night or more; during that Time give him 
three times a Week eal- Worms, two gt 
three at à time, or Worms taken out of 
Pidgeon-Houſes, or two or three Spiders 
a Day, which will purge and cleanſe hmm 
well. Upon the falling of his Fat he mult 
be kept warm, and have a' little "Saffran 
ia his Water. To- raife them when they 
are very lean and Poor, give them Figgs 
chopped ſmall among their Meat, contls 
nuing no longer than till they have i 
covered their Fleſh. - 
When they have been kept two or three 
Tears in a Ca ge, they 'are very ſubje&.t 
the Gout; anoint their Feet with © frelh 
Butter or Capon's Greaſe, three or four 


Days 9 and it is a certain Cure 
them. 
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them. They are ſubject likewiſe to break . 
ings out about their Eyes and Nib, ort 
which Uſe the lame. e ns alas 
If they grow melancholy put into their R 
Water ſome - white Sugar-Candy,; if that 
will not do, beſides their conſtant Meat of 
Sheep's Heart, & c. give them three or four 
Meal- Worms a Day, and a few Ants add 
Ants Eggs, 
Bottom of the Cage: | Alſo boil a new-laid 
Egg, and chop it ſmall, and ſtrew it among 
the Ants and their Eggs, and let them have , 
Saffron in their WatTen. 
The Nightingale is ſotnetimes troubled. 
with a Straitneſs or ſtrangling of the Breaſt, 
which comes very often for want of C, 
in making his Meat, by mincing Fat there 
with, or by reafan of ſome Sinew. or Thread 
of the Sheep's Heart, for want of well. - 
ſhredding, hanging in his Throat, or claſs 
ping about his Tongue, which cauſeth him 
to forſake his Meat and grom very poor. 
in a ſhort time; when you.. perceive , 
which is known by the Bird's gaping, and 
the unuſual beating and . panting of His 
Breaſt, take him , gently. out of his "Cage, 
and open his Bill with. a Quill, and” an» 
looſen any String or Piece of Fleſh that 
may hang about his Tongue or Throat 
After you have taken it away, give bin 
ſome n his Water, 88 


and ſome of their Mould at t- 
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a8 you can; if it is in the Middle of the 
Hedge, or a Place where he uſed to feed, be- 
fore you fix the Trap, turn up the arch . 


elſe diſſolve it, and moiſten his Meat, which 
is „ * ad _ . l 1 
ami | 
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gales, and fo Order them when ta 


HE Grier are to beccatch'd in Jaht e 
Beginning of Auguſi, the latter at che 


| End of March, or Beginning of April; thoſe 


taken in March, or before the 12th of Apriiꝭ ate 

counted the beſt Birds: What are catch d a- 
ter the 12th of that Month, when the Cocks 
are matched with the Hens, by Rea ſon of 


their Rankneſs, ſeldom come to any g 


it being very difficult to preſerve them. 

. When you have found the Birds Hans, 
which is uſually in a Wood, Coppice, ar 
3 Hedge, you may take them by the 

ap-Cage, made on Purpoſe for catching 
of Ngbii Walke, baited with a Meal- wum: 
Place your Trap as near where the Bird ſings 


ben twice the Bigneſs of the Trap, for where 
the Ground is new turned up, there they lo 
for Food, and eſpying the Worm they came 
preſently to it; if they come not ſoon, then 


dam up a freſh Spot of Earth, as- big ag 
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as the former, and you: will quickly have 
them, for they will not leave the Place where” 
they Uſe to Reſort, It is proper to this Bind, 
as they ſay, at his firſt coming to ſettle, br 
ſeize upon one Place as its Freehold, inte 
which it will not admit any other Nightingale 
but its Mat. reo 

Theſe Birds are taken likewiſe with Lime - 
Twigs, by placing them upon the Hedge, 
near where they ſing, with Meal- Worms as 
ſtened at proper Places to allure them to the 
Snare ; but I think the Trap-Cage is a great 
deal the beſt Way of catching hem. 

As ſoon as you have taken one, tie the 
Tips of his Wings with ſome Thread, not 
ſtraining it too hard, to prevent his beating 
himſelf againſt the Top and Wiers of the 
Cage; he will grow tame the. ſooner" for it, 
and be more apt to eat his Meat. © You ſhould 
put him in a Nightingales Back Cage, or at 
an open one, darken one Side with Cloth or 
Paper; and at firſt hang him in ſome private 
Place, that he be not diſturbed. Feed him 
once in an Hour and Half, or two 1 
with Sheep's Heart and Egg ſhred ſmall an 
fine, mingling amongſt the ſame, ſome Ants, 
or Meal- worms. And becauſe no Nightingale 
will at firſt eat any Sheep's Heart or Egg, 
but muſt be brought to it by Degrees ; his 
Food being live Meat, as Worms, Ants, Ca- 
{frpillars, or Flies; 8 taking the p 
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in your Hand, you muſt open his Bill with's 
Stick made chin at one End, and give him 
three, four, or five Pieces according as he 
takes them, as big as Peas; then ſet him ſome 
Meat mingled with Store of Ants, that when 
he goes to pick up the Ants, he may eat ſome 
of the Heart and Egg with it: At the firſt 
vou may ſhred three or four Meal- worms in 
bis Meat, the better to intice him, that fo he 
eat ſome of the Sheep's Heart by little 
al little, and when you perceive him to eat 
freely, give him the leſs Ants, Sc. in his 
Meat, a laſt, nothing but Sheep's Heart 
and Egg, You ſhould — ſome of this Meat 
with you when you go to catch Nightingales, 
and in an Hour or two after they are taken, 
you muſt Force them to ' eat, by Opening 
their Mouth and Craming them, taking Care 
that their Meat be not too dry; moiſten it 
with ſprinkling a little clean Water upon it 
as you prepare it. Remember when you firt 
Fake a Bird to clear his Vent from Peng 
by pulling, or cutting them off, otherwiſ 
he will be ſubject to Clog and Bake up his 
Vent, which is 7 adden Death, Birds that are 
long 2 feeding, and make no Curring 0 
Snccting for eight or ten Days, ſeldom prove 
good; has, on the contrary, they gie gien 
hopes of proying well when they take thei 
Meat kindly, and are familiar, and not __ 
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themſelves without much Trouble. This is 
a ſure Toking of their pro ving excellent Birds 


when they will feed in a ſe Hours, or the 


next Day after they are taken, and ſing in two 
or three Days; thoſe never prove bad. You 
muſt tie the Wings of the Bird no 8 
than urn is grown. tame. 
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Or the Virginia Nightingale, called like- 
auiſe, the Red-Bird. 


The Diſcription and Obaratter. 


12 as big as the cm Song Thurſh + 
The Baſis of his Bill is encompaſſed with 
a Border of black Feathers Reaching to the 
Eyes: It hath a large Head adorned with 4 
high towering Creſt, of a bright Scarlet Co- © 
lour, as is alſo the whole Bird, except the 
Back, ſome Part of the Wings and the Tal, 
which are of a more Dirty and Browniſh-red. 

— are brought from Virginia, N- 
Eng and other Parts of North America, 
where they catch them as we do Lark in 
N by place” wht —— the Snow, and 


I 
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It hath an agreeable melodious Song, Wich 
ſome Notes like the Exgliſʒh Nightingale, 
The Hen is not ſo Beautiful as the Cock, be- 
ing more Brown, with a Tincture of Red: 
Theſe ſing when in Cages, as well as the 
Cocks, and ate brought over with them. 

Its Strength with its Bill is Surprizing, it being 
able to crack the Stones of Almonds, Olives, 
and Indian Maiz, very expeditiouſly, the Ker- 
nels of which it is very fond of. In England 
they bring it to feed upon Hemp, or Canary- 
ſeeds ;” it will eat alfo the Wood-lark's, or 
Nightingale's Food. There are Perſons with 
us that highly Value theſe Birds, which makes 
them ſometimes ſell at a great Price. I haye 
heard of thoſe that have attempted to breed 
them in England, but made little of it. If 


pour Bird ſhould be ſick, a Spider or Meals 


worm will reheve him. 
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O the Vellow- Hammer; 
The Deſcription and Charatter. 
FT is equal to the Chaffnch in Bigneſs 3 Both 
1 Cock and Hen are beautiful Birds; and 
the Cock will ſing very prettily, when in the 
Fields, but is not kept very common in 4 
Cage 3 yet he is no contemptable Bird 19 
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Engliſh Shrging+Birds. 79 
ſides his Song, his fine Feathers are enough 
to recommend him; A lovely Yellow.adorns 
his Head, Throat, Breaſt, and Belly; his 
Back and Wings are pretty much like the 
Linnets. The Hen is of a Paler- colour all over 
her Body, and the Parts that are of a fine 
Yellow in the Cock, in the Hen are of a 
dirty Green. 

Theſe Birds build upon the Ground, at the 
Side of a River, Pond, or Brook ; they make 
a large flat, ordinary Neſt; with "Mos, dry d 
Roots of Graſs, Weeds, Sc. with Horſe Hair 
intermixed, more of: the latter than I ever 
obſerved any other Bird to make Uſe of. She 
lays ſix or ſeven white Eggs, vained and 
ſpotted with Black. Her young: Ones arg 
uſually: fit to take by the Beginning of May 
you may let them be ten or twelve Days old 
before you take them. Feed them with Plehn 
Meat minced very fine, as you- prepare 
for other ſmall Birds; or you may 2 
bem up with the Tit, or Woodslark's Ment 
they will eat likewiſe Worms cut — 


Nees which you ees very well with 
— Ne EN 


1 2 0 

Theſe Birds are common e 
England; for the moſt Part, they abide on th 
Ground, ſeeking their Food, there of Wong 
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of the A $11 & 
' The Deſcription and Charafter.. aol 


| HIS Bird in Bigheſs is equal to. he 
Chaffinch + The Cock has a black Head 


and . A Ring of White encompaſſes 
the Neck: His Breaſt and Belly are White, 
ſpotted. with Rediſh-brown'Spots : The Back 
of a dusky Brown, with black Spots: The 
Pinion of his Wing is of a Rediſh. colour; 
the reſt of the Wing and Tail, are of a dark 
Brown: The Hen, as, in moſt Birds, is not 
ſo fair coloured: The Ring about her Neck 
is darker, and ſcarce appearing, and her Head 
bh not Black like the Cock” $171517 
They frequent the Reeds by the Rive 
ſides, where they breed, hanging their Neſts 
between the Reeds; they ate cheartul merry 
Birds, and ſing finely. When we Walk-in 
Summer-time by the Sides of the River, ge- 
nerally preſent us with an agreeable: Harmo- 
ny. They are not kept very common 
- Cages, therefore tis not neceſſary to dwell 
any longer upon this Bird. Her Eggs in Cos 
8 . _ 
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Of. the Hedge- Sparrow; I 


The De ſcription and Character. 
K. is about the Size of the Rabin-Red. 


* — AM 


Blue, or Lead Colour: This Bird is an well 


known as. any of our ſmall Birds, being found 
almoſt in every Buſh, that hardly a Boy that 
ſearches the Hedges, but can give an Ac 


count of its Neſt, Eggs, &c.. therefore would 


ſeem unneceſſary for me to take any. Notice. 
of it, but that I think the  Hedge-Sparrow. 


too much neglected; no Bud is more deſpiſed; 
| am ſare he ought to be more yalued; he 
is a very pleaſant Song-bird, ſings ſweetly, 
and has a great Variety: of pretty Notes; I. 


have known them kept in Cages by ſome cu- 


rious Perſons, and much valued for their fine 
ſinging; a great many People Cage worſe, 
and account them good Birds: Tis Plenty 
that leſſens the Worth of this Bird, as of every 
Thing elſe, though ever ſo valuable in itſelf. 

The Hen is known from the Cock, by a fain- 
ter Breaſt, and bn of a brighter Colm on 
the Back. 


M of 


Breaſt ; has a pretty long flender 
Bill, of a Dusky or Blackiſh- colour: Ihe 
upper Side of his Body, is Party- coloured, of 
black, and dirty Red; and his Breaſt of a. 
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Tux: E Birds, as I ſaid before, build 
and o 


their Neſt almoſt in every Hedge, low, 
| that it may be found with little 
Difficulty. It conſiſts chiefly of fine green 
Mofg, Mlatted with a little Wool and Hair; 
tis not of fo curious a Model as ſome are. 
The Hen lays commonly five Eggs, of a 
fie pale Blue, or Sea green Colour. She 
has young Ones at the End of April or 
eginning of May. Take them at nine or ten 
Days old, and feed them with Bread and 
Fleſh-Meat, chop'd very fine, and mixed 
together, made moiſt, as for other Birds: Or 
you may bring them up with the hrs 
 Vicuals, 
If the Cock is brought up un rave hi 
Song-bird, he will take his Song, anſwer 


your e 


Engliſh Sante, 


Of the Abende wins * 
The Deſcription and Charatter. 


wv 


N Size and Colour, it is pretty much like 
the Canary- bird, only the Cock has a black 


Spot upon his Head, and a little Black under 
his Throat. The Hen is more upon the Grey, 


and has a ſpotted 'Breaſt and Belly. They 


are lively, merry Birds, and ſing very pret- 
tily, and ate frequently kept in Cages. | 

Theſe Birds do not breed any Where in 
England that ever I heard of, but ſhift Places 


according to the Seaſons of the Lear; the, 


viſit out Parts in the Winter- time, and leave 
us in the Spring. They frequent the Alder- 
Trees, Sc. by the River-ſide: The ig 
catchers take them as they do Linnsti, G. 


inc hes, c. and feed them like thoſe Birds, 
It is of a very mild Nature, and not at A1 


Crafty, ſo that it is eaſily raken by, = kind 
of Engine or Deceit. | 
Mr. Millugbby calls it Sizkin: 151 is, ſays he, 


kept in Cages for its ſinging, and is conimon 


in Germany and England. At , Vienna in A. 

ſiria, they call it She a Name not much 

different from our Engliſh Sizkin. In Sede 

it is Luan by the Name of _— -bird, 10 
| i 7 M 1100 _ called, 


BY A Nau Hiſtory off 
called, becauſe it comes to them 1 Barley- 
Seed Time. 3 N 
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of the Canary-Bird, 
The Deſeription- and dana. 


\H 18 Bird has its "IM from Canaria, 
an land of the Atlantic Sea; one of 
thole which the Antients, for the excellent 
Temperature of the Air, called Fortunate ; 
all thoſe I/lands which they ſo named, be- 
g now called the Canaries : From whehce 
theſe Birds were firſt brought into Europe, and 
from no other Place: But now they are bred 
in Germany, France and England; and each of 
-thoſe Countries have improved the Breed; 
For what are there produced, exceed the 
Birds brought from their Original natural 
Climate, both in Beauty and Song; among 
which the Engliſh bred Birds are not inferiout 
to the beſt, being of a more hardy Nature, 
and better for 9 — than thoſe of any o- 
ther Country, and as good in Song. 
The Cock of this Kind hath a very ſweet 
and ſhrill Note, which, at one Breath, con- 
tinued a long Time without Intermiſſion; : 
m can draw out fometimes in Length, ſome- 
: times 
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Engliſ Singing. Bird. 3 
times raiſe yery high, by a various, and A 


moſt muſical Inflexion of its Voice, . 
very pleaſant and artificial Melody. 1 


4%, 


The Marks of the Cock and: ye? 


H E Fore-part of his Head, his Throat, 
Pinion of the Wing and Rump, are of 
a brighter Yellow than in the Hen: Which 
Marks will hold good, let the Birds be of 
what Sort they will; they always have a lit- 
tle Yellow above their Bills, under their 
Throats, Sc. of a ſtrong deep Yellow inthe i 
Cock; in the Hen of a much paler Colour. 
There is a Difference likewiſe in their Vents; 3 
if you blow the Feathers in both, you'may 
when, his to E longer than that * the 
en 8 i 
Another Mark of a Male Bird is his Sin, 
the biggeſt and longeſt bodied Bird ſeldom 
fails of proving a Cock; © eſpecially if tis 
Geſture and Carriage be ſprightly and ma- 
| jeſtick; and if he often extends his Nee and 
— "Head wich Life and Vigour, then you may 
depend upon its being a Cock- bird. Beſides * 
all this, you may know him by his fine fing- 
ing, in which you can't well be deceivded for 
the Hens do not ſing, ot {6 indifferently, that 
tis not deſerving of the Name of a Song; - 
and wheneyer the Cock ſings, if you obſerve 5 
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his Throat, yon will ſee it ſwell and play all 
the Time he is warbling ont his pretty Notes. 
But let the Hen ſing either well or ill, this 


Motion is never obſerved in her Throat. This 


one Note will be ſufficient to direct you to 
chooſe a Cock - bird at all Times; when you 
will find, for the Generalty, all the 'other 
* to correſpond * 15 5 FA 


Prell for choofin ing 4 c bird; * 
0 nom j he be in Health. 


H E moſt beautiful Feathered Birds: are 
| of a bright Jovely Vellow, with Jett 
black 5 ts. The next is the Mealy- bird, fo 
named from the Mealy kind of Colour, which 
ems to cover this Feathers. The third Sort 
are called Mot tled- birds; their chief Colour 
4s White, mottled with black or browniſh 
Spots. Beſides theſe, ſome are all Yellow, 
others all White, and ſome Grey, Cc. Thele 
laſt for Colour are the leaſt valued, hut 
oſten prove as good in Song, as the fineſt 
ſeathered of them all: The Choice of a good 
Bird not depending in the leaſt on the Co- 
Hur, that being merely Fancy. 
For Health, take a Bird that appea 


rs with 


Life and Boldneſs, ftanding like a Sparrow- 
- Hawk; not Subject to be ſcared at (every 


"INN that ſtirs; . Therefore when you "A 
Im 


him, approach not too neat the Cage, leaſt by: 
a Motion of the Hand, or ' otherwiſe, you di- 


ſturb him. It will make the Bird, tho" not 


well, appear Sprighily, end in Health for a 
little Time; but if you ſtand Quiet, and at 
a proper Diſtance, you may ſoon diſcover 
whether it is the Effect of Fear, or the na- 
tural Spirit of the Bird : If he ſtands up bold - 
ly, without crouching or ſhrinking his Fea 
thers : If his Eyes look Chearful, and not 
Drowſy, they are gooc| Signs of a healthiut 
Bird: But on the com trary, if he be apt 0 


clap his Head under h is Wing, and ſtand all 


of an Heap, you muiy be ture he 1s not 
well. 8 0 bY | 

Obſerve likewiſe h is Dung; which when 
he is in perfect Hea'lth, will be round and 
hard, with a fine Wt ute on the Outſide, and 
Dark within, and wil ii quickly be dry. I he 
bolts his Tail like a ] Vightingale after he hath 
dung'd ; or if his D ung be very thin, or of 
a ſlimy White, with no Blackneſs in it, you 
may conclude he is ; 1 fick Bird, 

The next Thing we are to Regard in chooking 
a Canary-bird, is tt ie Goodneſs of his Song. 
Some of theſe Birdy will open with the Tweet 
of the Nightingale, and run through ſeveral 


of that Bird's fine N [otes, and End in the Tate | 


larks Song; and for ne will ſing only the Tit- 
lrks. Others will begin almoſt like a Sie 
lark, and by a ſa ft Melodious turn of whe 

1 | Voice, 
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Jug, Whisking and Chewing after a very de- 
lightful Manner. The Birds that have ſuch a 
curious Change of Harmonious Notes, want 
no Recommendations, every Body muſt be 
ſenſible that they are valuable. There are 
others of this Kind, that ſing with ſo much 


Force, they even Deaſen the Ears of the Hear- 


ers with their Shrilneſs: Many Perſons are 
delighted with this Kind of ſinging, others 
are offended at it. Therefore, before you pur- 
chaſe the Bird, hear him ſing i in a ſingle Cage; 
and as you have Directions to know a Cock 
bird, and when he is in Health; as to the 


Colour and Song, pleaſe your own Fancy. 


o 


# 'To Order them m Breeding, &: &c. 


(CANARY BIRDS that are kept tame will 
Breed three or four 'Times in the Year : 
They uſually begin in April, and Breed in 


May and June, ſometimes in July or Auguſt. 
There are many People in England, as well as 
in France, Germany, &c. that get a good Live- 


lihood by Breeding ne beſides, a 
great Number of Perſons which Breed them 
only for Pleaſure, 

4 Whether for Pleaſure -or Profit, make Uſe. 
of ſuch Birds for Breeders, as were produced 


; N the Engliſb and French, which are 
a ſtrong 
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ſtrong healthful Birds, and Breed the delt 
any. But let them be of whit Sort they u 
be ſare to chuſe ſtout Birds. If the Cbek or 


Hen be very ſmall; match either” one of £ 
other with 4 larger, as a ſmall yellow $6 , 


with a large Mealy one, &r. which will —_— 
then the Breed: 

Towards the Middle of Mich, begin bo 
Match your Birds, putting one Cock and ohe 
Hen in . ſmall Cage: And when they hay 
been fo long together, that they are 5 
ly reconciled, and well pleaſed with cacti 
ther; towards the End of 'Matcrh or Beg 
ning of April, put them into the breeding 
Cage, made for that Ule ; let it be as big 
gain as what we cotrinionly call 50 
Cages, that the Birds may have the * 
room to Fly and Exerciſe themſelyes; Ei 
there be two Boxes in the Cage fot the 
to build in, becauſe the will fametimes re 
a ſecond Brood, before, the firft are fit to pet 
leaving the Care of them tothe Cock to" 
and bring them tip, whilſt ſhe Breeds g 
ther Box: therefore if ſhe has not 4 
Box'to build in, will be apt to make het 

upon the Birds, as it ſometimes tippets IC 
ſmoother them, or wa? ſo bard that” they 
will ſpoil one another, our 2 ard 
2 pairing, g. feed. them 45 1 Meat; , 
Bre Maw-ſced, and a little Falded Ps. ” 
led, ay 4 thitd Fart Ws Egg, this 100 
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and the Bread grated fine, and fo mix it all 
together: When they have young Ones, give 
the ſame ſoft Victuals, freſh eyery Day, and 
let them have freſh Greens likewiſe ; ſuch as 
Cabbidge-Lettice now and then, but give 
them more conſtantly, Chick - weed with Seeds 
upon it, towards June, Shepherd's-Puſs, in 
| gy and Auguſt, Plantain, and before they 
ave young Ones, giye them Groundſel with 
Secd upon it. . I would recommend to ſuch 
Perſons as breed only a few Birds for their 
Diverſion, to Uſe theſe large Cages, it being 
much the beſt Way: But thoſe that intend to 
breed a Number, mould prepare a Room for 
„ 
Let the Situation of it be ſuch, that the 
Birds may enjoy the Benefit of the Morning 
Py, which is both delightful and nouriſhing ; 
and let Wier, inſtead of Glaſs, be at the Win- 
Jows, that they may have the Advantage of the 
Air, which will add to their Health, and 
take them thrive the better: Keep the Floor 
o the Room clean, ſometimes ſifting fine dry 
Grayel or Sand upon it, and often removing 


the. Dung and other ſoul Stuff. Vou mult 


ake Care to fix Neſt- Boxes, and Back-Cages, 
every conyenient Corner and Place of the 
Room, at leaſt, twice the Number that you 
have Birds, that they may have the more Va- 
riety to chuſe a Lodging to their Minds; for 
ſome loye to build high, and ſome very low, 


ſome 
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ſome in a light Place, and othess will chaſe 
a dark Place to build in. 

There ought to be two Windows in the 
Room, one at each End, and ſeveral Perches 
at proper Diſtances for the Birds to ſettle up- 
on, as they Fly . backward and forwards: 
You may ſet likewiſe a Tree in ſome con- 
venient Place of the Room; it will divert the 
Birds, and ſome of them will like to build in 
it : You muſt obſerve that their Neſt is ſecure 
from falling through; and if in Danger, to 
tie the Tree cloſer to prevent it, and they 
will hatch there as well as in any other Place. 
Remember not to put too many Birds toge- 
ther, eight or ten Pair are _—y * a Rn 
dling Room. 

When your Birds are firſt paired, 28 1 G. 
rected before, turn them into this Room 
where they will live, as it were, a conſugal 
Life, and notwithſtanding there are ſeveral 
Male and Female Birds in the ſame Room 
one Cock and one Hen, as they firſt coupled: 
together, will keep conſtant to each other 
and both concur and aſſiſt in ſitting and ſeeds 
ing their young: For the Cock bird take his: 
turn in Building the Neſt, ſitting upon 
Eggs, and n rhe young, as well as the 


Hen. | $0? $134 INT: Y 5 . 
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© Hay, 
be got: Let all theſe Materials be thoroughly 


ther, and provided with all Things neceſlary 
t Hand, without any Trouble in ſeeking 


of thr Nef, and how to order the Tang, 


ou muſt. faroiſh * Birds with Stuff 
for m their Neſt; ſuch as ſine 
Wool, Cotten and Flk's Hair, if it can 


dry; then mix and tie them up together in a 
Net, or ſome ſuch Thing, ſo that the Birds 
may eaſily pull it out as they want it; and 
let it be hung in a proper Place in the Room 
for that Purpoſe. 
They build a pretty Neft, about which they 
will ſometimes be fo Induſtrious, as to begin 
and-finith it in one Day, though they are ge- 
nerally two or three Days i in making their Neſt. 
The Hen lays commonly four or five Eggs; 


and ſets fourteen Days. 


When the Young are hatched, leave them 
40 the Care of the old Ones to Nurſe and 


bring up, till they can fly and feed them- 


ſelves. The Hen, as 1 410 before, by Rea- 
ſon of their Ranknefs, in being kept toge· 


their Food, Sc. will ſometimes build, and 


hatch again before the firſt-can ſhift for them. 


elves ; the Care of which, ſhe transfers to 
he Cock-bird, Who will ſeett and Nurſe them 
himſelf, (upplying that of both Parents, while 
"Be brings on and attends her new Progney 
ut 


Engliſh» Snging- Bix. 3 
But tis not ſo with thoſe Birds that live at 
large in the Fields: They oblerye their Seas 
ſons for Breeding, and after they have hatch'd; 
Company with their Brood, till their Young 
are grown Up, and able to provide .for chem- 
ſelves. 

When the * can feed them - 
ſelves, take them from the old Ones, and 
Cage them. If they are Flying about the 
Room, to catch them bring a ſpare Cage with 
ſome ſoft Victuals in it, taking the other Meat 
that's in the Room away, placing the Cage 
there in its ſtead; with the Door open, anda - 
String faſtened thereto : Then ſtand at a Di- 
ſtance, and the old Ones will preſently, for 
the fake of the Meat, intice the young Ones 
into. the Cage, then pull the String and ſhat 

in One, Two, or as many as you can, the 

| Old you let fly, the young Cage: This do 
d 'till you have caught as many as you want. 
— Let their Meat be the Velk of an Egg hard 
1 boil'd, with as much of the beſt Bread, and 


> a little ſcalded Rape-feed : When it is boiled 
y ſoft, bruiſe the Seed fine, and put a little, 
ig Maw- ſeed among it, and mix it altogether, | 
id and give them a ſufficient Quantity freſh every il 


n- | Day; never let it be ſtale or ſoar. Befides this, | 
to give them a little ſcalded Rape-ſeed, and a 
| 


m little Rape and Canary by itſelſ. You may 
ile keep them to this Diet till they have done 
y. moulting; and afterwards feed them as you do 
ut . the 
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i and Bread, with a little Maw-ſced-i in it; tis 


the old Ones, taking away their ſoft Meat, 
paleſs at any Time they are W en con- 
tinne it. 1% | 


of the carb. ohe, ad 5 


ESIDES their — which: is com- 
mon to all Birds, they are Subject to 
the following Diſorders. The firſt is a Sure 
ſeit, occaſioned either by a violent Cold, or 
from eating to greedily upon Greens, eſpecial- 
Iy a rank Sort of Chick- weed with broad 
Leaves, and without Seeds, which is hurtful 
both to old and young Birds, it being very 
apt to Surſcit the latter To diſcover when 
the Bird has this Diſtemper, blow the Feathers 
on the Belly, and you will perceive it ſwell'd, 


tranſparent, full of little red Veins, all theix 


little Bowels ſinking down to the extream 
Parts of its Body, and if far gone Black, which 
generally brings Death. The Cure of this Diſ- 
caſe, if taken in Time, is to keep him warm, and 
give him whole Oatmeal amongſt his Seed for 
three or four Days, in order clenſe him; and 
put Liquorice in his Water; but if he is too 


Looſe, inſtead of Oatmeal; give him Maw 


and bruiſed Hemp. ſeed, beiog more Bindings 


aud at the fame 1 Time let him have a little 


Saffron in his Water; or you day boil Milk 


very 
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very good for the Bird at ſuch a Time. Or 
you may take Millet, Hemp. Maw, Rape and 
Canary- ſeeds, of each as much as will lay up- 
on a Six- pence; let theſe juſt boil up, nace 
them in cold Water, to cool them then bot 
a new laid Egg hard, mince it ſmall, bothYelk 
and White together, take about à Quarter of 
of it and put it to the Seeds, and add as much 
more Lettice- ſeed as any of the other: Give this 
Meat to the ſick Bird, it has had good Effect 
on many. But beſore you give him this, in 
the Morning early let your Bird drink two or 
three Times Water in which you bayve put a- 
bout the Quantity of two Peas of Tleacle; 
and when you have obſer ved him to drink two 
or three Times, take it away aud give him 
clean Water again, repeat this three or four 
Mornings before, you give him, the above» 
mentioned Compolition. a a 
Another Malady the Canary-hird troubled 
with, is a little Pimple on his Rump, called the 
Fip ;; it, will generally go away of itlelf, but 
if at any Time it is bad and will not, when 
it is ripe, let out the ſickly Matter Wün 
the Point of a fine Needle, ſqueeze: it all ont 
with as much Gentleneſs as you can; alter 
take a bit of Loaf- Sugar maiſten d in your 
Mouth, put it on the Sore, will heal it. 
A Third Diſeaſe is a Kind of yellow Scabs 
that comes about their Head and. Eyes, which 
lometimes ſwell and are full of Matter za» 
| a noint 
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noint thoſe Places with freſh Butter of f Lard, ot 
he Oil of Sweet-Almonds, thoſe Things will 
Cure it, unleſs it ſpread, than nothing but 
Time and cooling Food will carry it off, 
The laſt Thing that I ſhall $f Notice of 
is his monlting. You may know when this 
comes on by the Birds appearing rough, me- 
lancholy, and often Sleeping in the Day with 
his Head under his Wings; and the Cage co- 

vered with Down and ſmall Feathers; 107 the 
young Ones the firſt Vear caſt only their 
Down and ſmall Feathers, and the Second, 
their Tail and Wing-feathers. ; 
Careful Nurſing is the principal Means to 
preſerve Birds under this natural Malady; 
therefore be ſure to keep him warm; ſet him 
fometimes in the Sun- when it ſhines power- 
fally to bask himfelf, it will Comfort him 
very much, always taking Care toqkeep him 
from Cold orWind, which are yery prejudicial 
to him at ſuch a Time; let him have good 
nouriſhing Food; Naples bieket, Bread and 
Egg mixed together; and put Saffron in his 
Water; likewiſe bruiſed Hemp- ſeed, mixed 
with Lettice and Maw- feed. If the Weather 
is very Hot when the Birds are in their moult, 
give chile Liquorice in their Water inſtead of 
Saffron,” and their Meat Plantin and Lettice- 
Seed ; bur not any of that Meat if it be cold 
Weather. Remember when ever Egg is pre- 


ſcribed'for any ſick Birds; it is to be bojſed and 
—_ 
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chop'd or grated very fine, Hemp-red to be 


ground or bruiſed ; and Rape or Canary- ſeed 


C-alded and bruiſed, 


Theſe Things, with good Attendance; will at 
all Times — very much to the relieve 
of ſick Birds. And whatever elſe is delivered 
in this Treatiſe concerning the Natute, Song, 
Marks of Male and Female, Building, Breed - 
ing, Feeding, Sc. of Birds, it being found- 
ed upon Expands, will upon Trial anſwer 
likewiſe. 
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